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ADVISORY OPINION #I 41 

SUMMARY 

141. A gift from a lobbyist or a lobbyist principal to an official is prohibited unless the gift falls 
within an exemption provided in Minn. Stat. 5 10A.071 (Laws of 1994, Ch. 377, sec. 2). 

FACTS 

As a registered lobbyist for Minnesota D.R.I.V.E., you advise the Board that every year around 
the end of December, Minnesota D.R.I.V.E., the political committee representing Minnesota 
Teamsters, gives desk diaries or pocket calendars to the Minnesota House and Senate, County 
Commissioners in the seven county area, and some City Council members and County 
Attorneys. You state that D.R.I.V.E. gives a newly elected person a leatherette folder with the 
calendar insert; however, because-the folder generally lasts a few years, most elected officials 
receive the calendar refill each year and a new folder every three or four years. You further state 
that the pocket calendars [leatherette folder and insert] are also given to certain elected officials. 

You list the following costs to D.R.I.V.E. for each of these gifts: leatherette folder, $5.65; calendar 
insert for this folder, $4.45; pocket calendar [folder and insert], $2.00. 

You ask the Board how to proceed for the coming year [ I  9951 because you would need to order 
the gifts this summer if the gifts are permitted under a 1994 law that becomes effective August 
1, 1994. 

OPINION 

The gifts as described do not fall within any of the exemptions in Minn. Stat. 5 10A.071 (Laws 
of 1994, Ch. 377, sec. 5); therefore, the gifts are prohibited. 
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