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First Floor South, Centennial Building 658 Cedar Street St. Paul, MN 55155-1603
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Issued to:
Ronald W. Esau, Treasurer
(Arne) Carlson/(Joanne) Benson Volunteer Committee, #1-2300 GOV
1821 University Avenue West, Suite 135 South
St. Paul, MN 55104
RE: Governor and Lt. Governor Joint Expenditures
ADVISORY OPINION #I45
SUMMARY
145. An individual who runs for lieutenant governor who has not previously sought or held
statewide office and is running together with an individual who has run previously for governor
does not qualify for the expenditure increase as set out in Minn. Stat. § 10A.25, subd. 2 (c). The
1994 expenditure limit of $1,725,920 may be increased by up to $86,296 for the amount spent
by the Carlson/Benson Volunteer Committee on behalf of Joanne Benson's endorsement for the
office of lieutenant governor. Any expenditures made by the governor and lieutenant governor
running together as a single team, under Minn. Stat. 5 1OA.25, subd. 1, toward the endorsement
of the lieutenant governor candidate may be treated as expenditures under Minn. Stat. § 108.25,
subd. 3, in addition to the expenditures limit of Minn. Stat. § 10A.25, subd. 2 (a) (1).
FACTS
As treasurer of the Carlson/Benson Volunteer Committee, you request an advisory opinion from
the Ethical Practices Board on three matters related to the lieutenant governor expenditure
provisions of the Ethics in Government Act based on your statement of the following facts:
1.

State Senator Joanne Benson has replaced Joanell Dyrstad as the candidate for
lieutenant governor on the Carlson/Benson ticket.

2.

Senator Benson is a candidate for statewide office for the first time.

3.

A candidate for governor and a candidate for lieutenant governor, running
together, shall be deemed a single candidate.

4.

Minn. Stat. 5 10A.25, subd. 2, provides that expenditure limits are increased by
ten percent for first-time' candidates.

5.

Five percent of the spending limit is available for expenditures made on behalf of
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