
ETHICAL PRACTICES BOARD 
First Floor South, Centennial Building ,658 Cedar Street . St. Paul, MN 55155-1603 

Issued to: 
Bob Krogman, BeaNve Director 
Minnesota Petroleum Marketers Association 
2345 Rice Street, Suite 173 
St. Paul, MN 551 13 

RE: Contribution Plan 

AMENDED ADVISORY OPINION #I46 

SUMMARY 

146. If permitted by Minn. Stat. 9 21 18.15, a statute that is not within the jurisdiction of the 
Ethical Practices Board, a contribution by the Northwest Petroleum Association of more than 
$100 to the Northwest Petroleum Political Action Committee must be accompanied by a 
statement that meets the disclosure and reporting period requirements of Minn. Stat. 9 1 OA.20. 
See Minn. Stat. 9 10A.22, subd. 7 (1992). - 

FACTS 

As executive director of the Northwest Petroleum Association, doing business as the Minnesota 
Petroleum Marketers Association, you ask the Ethical Practices Board for an advisory opinion 
based upon your statement of the following facts: 

1. Membership dues of some Northwest Petroleum Association members are paid 
by check from individual proprietors and other dues are paid by check from 
corporate members and partnerships. 

2. Annual convention registrations and purchases of various tickets for convention 
events are paid by check and cash from sole proprietors, corporations, 
partnerships, and individuals who are employees of Northwest Petroleum 
Association members. 

3. Minn. Stat. 9 10A.12, subd. 5, provides that an association may deposit in its 
political action fund money derived from dues or membership fees. 

4. Northwest Petroleum Association is aware of the 1982 Minnesota supreme court 
case Minnesota Association of Commerce and lndustrv v. Folev in which the 
Court held that the statute prohibiting corporate political activity does not apply 
to nonprofit corporations. 

5. Northwest Petroleum Association is a nonprofit trade association. 








