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ADVISORY OPINION #I47 

SUMMARY 

147. Minn. Stat. Ch. 10A does not prohibit the distribution of gifts t o  officials or the 
acceptance of gifts by officials unless the donor is a lobbyist principal or a lobbyist. Effective 
August 1, 1994, officials participating in the State Fair Agricultural Get-together may accept 
items or funds from a commodity organization unless the organization is a lobbyist principal 
or the items or funds are provided by a lobbyist. Minn. Stat. § 10A.07 1 (Laws of 1994, Ch. 
377, Sec. 5). The Minnesota Agricultural Commodity Coalition and the Minnesota Agri- 
Growth Council may wish t o  confer w i th  legal counsel about the existence of other laws that 
may apply t o  preparations for the 1994  State Fair Agricultural Get-together including, but not 
limited to, Minn. Stat. § 471.895 (Laws of 1994, Ch. 377, Sec. 6). 

FACTS 

You are working part time with the Minnesota Agricultural Commodity Coalition and the 
Minnesota Agri-Growth Council in preparation for the 1994  State Fair Agricultural Get- 
together. You ask the Board for an advisory opinion based upon your statement of the 
following facts: 

1. You were directly associated wi th this event from 1965 until 1987 and have 
been indirectly associated w i th  it since then. 

2. You visit wi th legislators from time to  time during the legislative sessions; you 
do not consider yourself a lobbyist, but rather a provider of information. 

3. The Coalition is a nonprofit group that works with other groups for the 
betterment of agriculture, rural Minnesota, and the Minnesota economy. 

4. The Minnesota State Fair has been the leading organization for the event. 










