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SUMMARY

149. The campaign expenditure limit is increased by ten percent for the first time a candidate
runs for a statewide office. If the same candidate seeks another statewide office the ten percent
increase is not applicable to the candidate's expenditure limit for the second office. Minn. Stat.
5 10A.25, subd. 2 (c) (1993 Supplement). When a candidate who sought nomination or election
to one statewide office subsequently seeks nomination or election to another statewide office in
the same election year, expenditures incurred by that candidate's principalcampaign committees
for all the statewide offices must be aggregated for purposes of the application of the limits on
campaign expenditures. Minn. Stat. 5 10A.25, subd. 2a (1992).
FACTS

As attorney representing Todd Otis, who is the DFL endorsed candidate for election to the office
of Minnesota State Auditor in 1994, you request an advisory opinion from the Ethical Practices
Board on matters related to certain campaign expenditure limit provisions of the Ethics in
Government Act based upon your statement of the following facts:
1.

Mr. Otis declared his candidacy for the position of state auditor in March, 1994.
Prior to that declaration, Mr. Otis was a candidate for the office of governor of the
state of Minnesota.

2.

Mr. Otis' gubernatorial campaign "Citizens for Otis" is registered with the Ethical
Practices Board. Mr. Otis' campaign for state auditor "Minnesotans for Otis" is
also registered with the Board.

3.

Mr. Otis signed and filed with the Board a Public Subsidy Agreement to abide by
applicable campaign expenditure limits as a candidate for governor. Mr. Otis
signed and filed with the Board Public Subsidy Agreement to abide by applicable

