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SUMMARY 

1 5  1. Services provided without compensation by an individual volunteering personal time on 
behalf of a candidate are not  considered a contribution to  that candidate. Minn. Stat. § 

1 OA.O1, subd. 7 (1 992). Therefore, volunteer activities by a lobbyist provided without 
compensation on behalf of an incumbent legislator or constitutional officer seeking re-election 
are included in the exception from the gi f t  prohibition for services of insignificant monetary 
value. Minn. Stat. 5 10A.071, subd. 3 (3) (Laws of 1994, Ch. 377, Sec. 5). 

FACTS 

*As a lobbyist registered w i th  the Ethical Practices Board who is also a local DFL party officer 
and who has been active in the past in a wide variety of political campaigns you have received 
the Board's Bulletin for Lobbyists and Principals, May, 1994, about a 1994  law that becomes 
effective August 1, 1994. You ask the Board for an advisory opinion based upon your 
statement of the following facts: 

1. volunteers play a prominent role in Minnesota political campaigns at  both the 
legislative and statewide level. 

2. Volunteer activities include, but are not limited to, doorknocking and literature 
dropping, phone bank activities, volunteer fundraising, preparing and assembling 
candidate mailings, drafting and designing letters and literature on behalf of a 
candidate, coordinating volunteer activities of other volunteers, and serving as 
campaign manager or treasurer in volunteer capacity. 

3. Chapter 377  of Minnesota Session Laws 1994, Sec. 5, provides that a lobbyist 
or principal may not give a gift or request another to  give a gift t o  an official; 
an official may not accept a gift from a lobbyist or principal. 

4. The law cited above defines "gift" to  mean money, real or personal property, 






