
ETHICAL PRACTICES BOARD 
First Floor South, Centennial Building . 658 Cedar Street . St. Paul, MN 55155-1603 

Issued to: 
John Rajkowski, Lobbyist 
Twin West Chamber of Commerce 
10550 Wayzata Boulevard 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

RE: Gifts to Officials 

ADVISORY OPINION #I53 

SUMMARY 

153. Complimentary breakfasts given to legislators who appear at an organization's series of 
meetings to speak or to respond to questions as part of the program are included in the 
exceptions to the gift prohibition in Minn. Stat. 5 10A.071, subd. 3 (7) (Laws of Minnesota, Ch. 
377, sec. 5). 

FACTS 

As a lobbyist for Twin West Chamber of Commerce ("Chamber") you ask the Ethical Practices 
Board for an advisory opinion based upon your statement of. the following facts: 

1. From September through June the Chamber sponsors a series of legislative 
breakfast meetings that are funded through subscriptions and corporate 
sponsorships. 

2. When soliciting sponsorships the Chamber explains that the money underwrites 
the cost of publicizing and staffing the program and the cost of complimentary 
breakfasts for speakers, students, and local legislators. 

3. During the 30 minutes of breakfast before the program starts, local legislators are 
engaged in directed conversations on business issues. A member of the Chamber 
government affairs committee is assigned to each table to keep the conversation 
on issues, e. g., taxes, workers compensation. 

4. This year as part of the program the Chamber will ask local legislators to spend 
a few minutes talking about current or pending legislation or offer their opinion of 
an issue important to the Chamber. 






