
ETHICAL PRACTICES BOARD 
Fird Floor South, Centennial Building .658 Cedar Street . St. Paul, MN 55155-1603 

Issued to: 
Susan Mitchell, Policy Development Director 
HealthSpan Health Systems Corporation 
281 0 Fifty-Seventh Avenue North 
Minneapolis, MN 55430 

RE: Gifts to Officials 

ADVISORY OPINION #I55 

SUMMARY 

155. HealthSpan, a lobbyist principal, may not pay for expenses for team members who are 
"officials" as defined in Minn. Stat. § 10A.071, subds. 1 (c) and who attend a forum held by 
HealthSpan. A lobbyist principal is prohibited from giving a gift to an official that is given and 
received without the principal receiving consideration of equal or greater value in return. Minn. 
Stat. § 10A.071, subds. 1 and 2. The application of a parallel gift prohibition in Minn. Stat. § 
471.895 for local officials and interested persons should be considered in connection with 
payment of expenses for local officials who attend the proposed forum. Laws of 1994, Ch. 377, 
secs. 5 and 6. 

FACTS 

As policy development director for HealthSpan Health Systems Corporation (HealthSpan), you 
ask the Ethical Practices Board for an advisory opinion based upon your statement of the 
following facts: 

1. For the second year ~ e a l t h ~ ~ a n  is planning an event called Healthy Communities 
Leadership Forum to be held August 26 - 28 in Alexandria, Minn.., at the Radisson 
Arrowwood resort to bring together teams of civic leaders from fifteen different 
communities around the state where HealthSpan provides health care services. 

2. The teams meet throughout the weekend discussing the needs and assets of their 
specific communities and solutions to make their communities healthier. 

3. Skill building workshops will be held for team members to attend, and all team 
members will be answering questions, providing advice, consultation, and 
information as they actively participate in community problem solving. 

4. The teams currently are made up of clergy, city council members, mayors, 










