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RE: Gifts to Officials 

ADVISORY OPINION #I56 

SUMMARY 

156. The Minnesota Transportation Alliance, a lobbyist principal, may provide to officials at no 
cost a periodical publication relating to public policy issues. The publication as described in this 
request is within the exception from the gift prohibition for services to assist an official in the 
performance of official duties, including information and communication in connection with 
legislation, and it also is within the exception for informational material of unexceptional value. 
Minn. Stat. 9 10A.071, subd. 3 (2), (6) (Laws of 1994, Ch. 377, sec. 5). 

FACTS 

As executive director of The Minnesota Transportation Alliance (Alliance), a lobbyist principal 
represented by lobbyists registered with the Ethical Practices Board, you ask the Board for an 
advisory opinion on your statement of the following facts: 

1. The Alliance is a not-for-profit coalition of groups, businesses, labor, and local 
governments concerned about surface transportation in Minnesota that was 
founded in 1893 and is funded through membership dues. 

2. The Alliance is planning to introduce a public policy magazine to be published 
four times per year that will discuss public policy issues affecting the delivery and 
operation of Minnesota's surface transportation systems. 

3. The magazine will be financially supported by paid advertising and distributed by 
the Alliance to its membership, government officials and employees, local 
government officials and employees, and others at no cost. 

4. The value of a single copy of the publication would be approximately $3.50. 

5. It has been the understanding of the Alliance that this publication meets the 






