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SUMMARY 

157. A training session about the operation of computer products provided to officials by the 
vendor is not a gift to the officials regardless of whether the vendor is a lobbyist principal. 
Training in the operation of computer products is within the exception from the gift prohibition 
for services by a lobbyist principal to assist an official in the performance of official duties. 
However, officials must not accept meals given by a vendor at a training session unless the 
meals are part of the purchase agreement with the vendor. Minn. Stat. Q 10A.071. 

FACTS 

As a local official as defined in Minn. Stat. Q 10A.O1, subds. 25 and 26, and, therefore, an official 
as defined in Minn. Stat. Q 10A.071, subd. 1 (c), you ask the Ethical Practices Board for an 
advisory opinion based upon your statement of the following facts: 

1. A lobbyist principal, from which computer products and services have been 
purchased, is sponsoring a training session for its customers about the operation 
of computer systems and has invited local officials to attend. 

2. In addition to information and advice, the principal has proposed to provide the 
attenders with meals during the training session at no cost. 

3. Based on information provided by the principal, it is your understanding that a 
majority of the persons composing the group who have been invited are not 
officials as defined in Minn. Stat. Q 10A.071. Officials as defined in Minn. Stat. $5 
1 OA.O1, subd. 25, and 10A.071, subd. 1 (c) have been invited. 

4. Minn. Stat. Q 10A.071 prohibits an official from accepting gifts from a lobbyist or 
principal. 

QUESTION 

If the training session constitutes a gift under Minn. Stat. Q 10A.071, subd. 1 (b), is all or part of 








