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Complaint for Violation of the 
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Act 

All information on th is form 1s confidential until a decision is issued by the Board . 
A photocopy of the entire complaint however, will be sent to the respondent. 

Information about complaint filer 
- - - ---·-·-_ .. ___ -·- -·-- -- ----.. --.. - · -··· ... . _ ... .. -----.· ·- ·-·--------- -- -. -------------~ 

Name of N & ::;;;: ~g'!r~-j";-~~$$'__ -- l~::::,~~~ ~~~&/-oA '- • 

City, state, /I - I . .-- ' - ~:-- -:_-) - Telephone c: <2.. - I .... 3Z.<!'- /., 3 o- . er s () 
and zip L... ~f,,L.<:J I rn (V ~~ &.> 5 ~- _:_) -- (Daytime) 32 a ~7 Cf_<- :;;;. 7 0 y 

'- Identify person/entity you are complaining about . .. , 
------·-·------------·----·· ·-------~--~·--- -- ---------·-------------------------------. 

Title of respori~ent ~'. .ap~ li ca bl e ) n. · i - • ·-. . ' 1 

.._Bo-a-rd-/0-ep_a.-rt::A~~~i-st-ri~-t -#~fie~isl;:-r)_-~!~1~~-r-: V ~- -------------- ----·--------------·-----------1 

..__ ____ __,_k,=J~1: _ _,_S"--i_,r. __ -_,_(" ~ C·y __ /. .. ::~:':__ !~!' ....... _ ... _ ·-------.. ------------·--------------' 

~~n1i§:;;;~;;::~~8;01 __________ _ 
Send completed form to 

Campaign Finance & Pu blic Disclosure Board 
190 Centennial Office 8u i ldin~1 
658 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 551 55 

If you have questions 

T T Date 

Call 651-539-1190 , 800-657-3889 , or for rTY/TDD comm unication con tact us through the Minnesota Relay 
Service at 800-627-3529. Board staff may also be readied by email at cf.board @state.mn.us. 

This documen t 1s ava ilable in al tenic1t1ve formats lo individuals with disabili ties by calling 651-539-1180, 
800-fl !'i ?-3 88~1 or thrnuqh the! MinnoscmJ Re lay ServicE! at 800-627 -3529. 



/ 
Give the statutory cite to the section of Chapter 1 OA, Chapter 211 B, 
or Minnesota Rules you believe has been violated: 

You will find the complete text of Chapter 10A, Chapter 211 B. and Minnesota Rules chapters 4501 - 4525 on 
the Board's website at www.cfboard .state .mn.us . 

Nature of complaint 

Explain in detail why you believe the respondent has viol3t(~Cl tr1e campaign fimrnce and public disclosure laws. 
Attach an extra sheet of paper if necessary . Attach any documents, materials, minutes, resolutions, or other 
evidence to support your allegations. 

-- ?f---- ·=· 
On July 20th, I received a "Leg islative Report'• (l~P.port & copy of envelope enclosed) from Rep Jeff Backer 

(District 12A) that touts his accomplishments and priorities as a legislative candidate. There is no disclaimer of 

who paid to prepare and disseminate it In th E' l~eport f3dcker says, ''I am proud of the good work we 

accomplished ... I am passionate about working to emure tha t schools ... I was proud to support an education 

bill ... 1 worked hard the last two year~ ... I worked on a number of bills this year ... " Those are the same words he 

used in a campaign speech at a recent "Meet the Candidate" forum. The Report also is partisan. He lists his 

accomplishment as : "Weakened Governor Dayton' s one-size-fits-all agriculture buffer zone regulations;" 

"Strengthened 2"d Amendment rights;" and " Blocked Democrats gun owner registration efforts." He gives sole 

credit to his party by noting "Thank~ to the Ho 11'>P l{epublic<rn~ benefits earned by retired veterans are now tax 

free;" This is campaign literature that was d1ssernrnc1tvc! for thP purpose of 111fluencing voting in the upcoming 

election, and should have in cluded a disclcJ1nw1 ll~ preparation and dissemination should have been paid for by 

the candidate . Th e Office ot Administrative l·ledrin!Ss concluded that th e Report was sent by US Mail with 

postage paid by the Minnesota House of Representatives (see envelo pe and memorandum attached). This 

income/expenditure does not apprar to be reponed in Hacker's latest " Heport of Receipts and Expenditures for 

_ Principa.l_S£fJJJl§lg..Q_~Q...f"!J.CO it tee." .... ·· -- · ··-- ------·-·------------

Minnesota Statutes section 1 OA.022. subdivision 3 describes tt1c procedures required for investigating complaints. A full 
description of the complaint process is available on the Board 's website 

Briefly, the Board will notify you when it has received your complaint. The Board must send a copy of the complaint to the 
respondent. Complaints and investigations are confidential. Boa'td members and staff cannot talk about an investigation 
except as required to carry out the investigation or to take action in the matter. After the Board issues a decision, the 
record of the investigation is publ ic. 

The law requires a complaint to go through two stages before tr1e Board can begin an investigation: a prima facie 
determination and a probable cause decision If the complrnnt cioes not pass one of the stages, it must be dismissed. 

The Board has 10 business days after rc:cf-~1v1nq your complaint to determine whether the complaint is sufficient to allege a 
prima facie violation of the camp8ign finance laws If the Board determines that the complaint does allege a prima facie 
violation, the Board has 45 days to decide whother probat)le cause exists to believe a violation that warrants a formal 
investigation has occurred. Both you and the respondent have the right to be heard on tt1e issue of probable cause before 
the Board makes this decision. The Board will notify you if the complaint moves to the probable cause stage. 

If the Board determines that probable cause does not exist, the Board will dismiss the complaint. If the Board determines 
that probable cause exists, the Board will stwi an 1nw)st1qation . The Board wi ll send you monthly updates regarding the 
status of the investigation At the end of the 1nvest1gaHon. the 13oa1c! will offer you and the respondent the opportunity to be 
heard before the Board makes a final decision 

In most cases, the Board will issue findings. conclusions, anr..I an order as its decision. For a spending or contribution limits 
violation, the Board can enter into a conciliation agrernrnmt with the respondent instead of issuing findings, conclusions, 
and an order. The Board's final decision will be sent to you and posted on the Board's website. 
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t two years. I am prou·q o'f the good · ; 
i WQrk.we acc9mplishec:L ,investing In ... 
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I voted for and helped pass a bill that would bring nearly $1 
billion in tax relief over the next three years and $500 million in 
permanent, ongoing, tax cuts. Some highlights from that bill 
include: 

• Tax relief for farmers 

• Expanding the chiidcare tax credit for famiiies 

• Relief for college graduates 

• Property tax relief for small business 

• Tax relief for working families 

• Increases in Local Government Aid 

'tl'l' Supporting Our Veterans 
Thanks to House Republkans, benefits earned by retired 
veterans are now tax free in Minnesota. This historic tax cut will 
have a significant impact on the 18,000 military retirees that 
currently live in Minnesota. 

2016 LEGISLATIVE REP~RT 
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Last year, the legislature passed reforms and made needed increases in nursing home funding . This 
additional funding· ensures our rural nursing homes will be able to .continue providing outstanding care for 
our seniors and disabled families, neighbors and friends. Here's how the bill increases nursing care center 
funding in our area: 

• Essentia Health Grace Home, Graceville: 31 .52% increase 

" • Northridge Residence, Ortonville: 32.27% increase 

• Evansville Care Center, Evansville: 13.92 % increase 

• . Barrett Care Center Inc., Barrett: 13.74% increase 

• Minnewaska Community Health Services, Starbuck: 16.50% increase 

• West Wind Village, Morris: 23.36% increase 

• Browns Valley Health Center, Browns Valley: 11.53% increase 

• Traverse Care Center, Wheaton: 9.31 % increase 

• St. Francis Home, Breckenridge: 28.31 % increase 

Ilic Focus on Rural Priorities 
I worked hard the last two years to restore balance in St. Paul so the interests of Greater Minnesota were heard 
and represented at the Capitol. 

• Delivered resources to fight avian flu and prevent emerging livestock diseases 

• Weakened Governor Dayton's one-size-fits-all agricultural buffer zone regulations 

• Prioritized agricultural education in local colleges to prepare the next generation of farmers 

• Invested in safer rail grade crossings, small cities road maintenance and transit for Greater Minnesota 

• Enabled school districts in Greater Minnesota to improve school buildings with additional facilities 
maintenance funding 

• Reformed teacher licensure to address teacher shortages in remote patis of the state 
• Improved patient care in rural hospitals through access to telemedicine technology 

• Blocked Democrats' gun owner registration efforts 

• Strengthened 2nd Amendment rights including legalizing firearm suppressors to help protect the 
hearing of hunters and allowing reciprocity for carry permits. 

• Increased protections for children, new mothers, and unborn babies including the Born Alive 
Infant Act to ensuie human rights and medical care fo r infants \rvho survive an abortion procedurn 
and are born. 

• Required legislative review of President Obama's Clean Power Plan 

f.) Representing Our Communities 
I worked on a number of bills this year to improve our communities including: 

• Historic broadband internet expansion funding 

• Legislation to establish a stretch of Highway 28 from Beardsley to Graceville as the "Staff Sergeant Ke~in 

. Witte Memorial Highway" 

• A bill that increases reimbursement rates for rural ambulance services 

• Funding ,for water treatment plant upgrades in Morris and Breckenridge 

• Flood mitigation projects in Herman, Ortonville, and Browns Valley 

• Funding for critical access hospitals 

• . Legislation that would streamline the ditch repair process while making it more cost effective 
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Minnesota House of 
Representatives 1 

State Representative I 
Jeff Backer , 
State Office Building / 
100 Rev Dr Martin Luther Kin? Jr Blvd 
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