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Nature of Complaint 

 

 On or about January 18, 2018, the Libertarian Party of Minnesota (“LPMN”) created a 

GoFundMe fundraising campaign page (“GoFundMe page”) in support of Candidate Emily 

Mellingen (“Candidate Mellingen”).  The GoFundMe page is available at 

http://www.gofundme.com/HelpEmilyWin.  Attached for your convenience are screenshots of 

the GoFundMe page as it appeared on January 31, 2018 at approximately 10:00 a.m.   

 

 To date, the GoFundMe page has raised $1,054 from 20 contributions (ranging from $5 

to $225) and seeks to raise an additional $13,520 in order to meet the fundraising goal of 

$14,574.  The LPMN seeks to raise this amount to pay for campaign brochures and 

telemarketing services. 

 

 The express purpose of the GoFundMe page is funnel the raised funds to Candidate 

Mellingen.  Specifically, the page states: “This GoFundme [sic] page was created by the LPMN 

and to be clear donations will be going to the candidates [sic] (Emily) campaign comittee [sic]”. 

 

 On information and belief, Candidate Mellingen and the LPMN have committed 

violations of Minnesota campaign finance laws through the use of this GoFundMe page, 

including, but not limited to, the following laws: 

• Minn. Stat. § 10A.16 for the LPMN’s express acceptance and solicitation of earmarked 

contributions; 

• Minn. Stat. § 10A.29 for Candidate Mellingen and the LPMN’s circumvention of 

campaign finance laws through the use of the GoFundMe page; and 

• Minn. Stat. § 211B.04 for the LPMN’s failure to include the required disclaimer on 

disseminated campaign material. 

 

LPMN is in violation of Minn. Stat. § 10A.16 for earmarking contributions. 

 

1. On information and belief, the LPMN violated Minn. Stat. § 10A.16 for accepting and 

soliciting contributions through the GoFundMe page with the express or implied 

condition that the contributions will be directed to Candidate Mellingen. 

 

2. On information and belief, the LPMN knowingly accepted earmarked contributions. 

 

3. The LPMN expressly states that contributions made to LPMN via the GoFundMe page 

will be earmarked for Candidate Mellingen: “This GoFundme page was created by the 

LPMN and to be clear donations will be going to the candidates (Emily) campaign 

comittee.” 
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Candidate Mellingen and LPMN are in violation of Minn. Stat. § 10A.29 for circumventing 

various provisions of Chapter 10A. 

 

4. On information and belief, Candidate Mellingen and the LPMN violated Minn. Stat. § 

10A.29 by circumventing recordkeeping requirements and prohibitions against accepting 

anonymous contributions. 

 

5. Individuals making donations to a GoFundMe campaign have the option to make the 

donation anonymous to the public.  If made anonymously, GoFundMe hides the name of 

the donor from public view on the GoFundMe page.  However, whether or not made 

anonymously, the Campaign Organizer will always receive and have access to the 

following information: donor’s name, donor’s email, donation amount, and donation 

comment. 

 

6. GoFundMe does not distribute, publish, or otherwise make available a donor’s address or 

employer/occupation. 

 

7. Minn. Stat. § 10A.13 requires party units and campaign committees to keep account of 

various campaign finance records, including, specifically, the name, address, amount, and 

date of each contribution in excess of $20. 

 

8. Minn. Stat. § 10A.15 makes it a violation to retain an anonymous contribution in excess 

of $20. 

 

9. Minn. Stat. § 10A.20 requires party units and campaign committees to report—in 

addition to the information required in Minn. Stat. § 10A.13—the employer or 

occupation of any contributor that in the aggregate contributes more than $200 in a year. 

 

10. In order to comply with Chapter 10A, LPMN must follow up with GoFundMe donors 

and obtain the addresses for those individuals that contributed in excess of $20 and 

employer/occupation information for those individuals that contributed in aggregate and 

in excess of $200 in a year – otherwise those donations must be treated as anonymous 

contributions. 

 

11. On information and belief, the LPMN does not have the required addresses and/or 

employer/occupation information of the GoFundMe donors and the LPMN has yet to 

obtain such information.  Consequently, all contributions in excess of $20 made to the 

GoFundMe page are anonymous contributions. 

 



3 

 

12. As of January 31, 2018, 15 of the 20 contributions made through the GoFundMe page are 

in excess of $20. 

 

13. As of January 31, 2018, 1 of the 20 contributions made through the GoFundMe page are 

in excess of $200. 

 

14. On information and belief, the LPMN has retained such anonymous contributions by 

transferring the contributions to Candidate Mellingen. 

 

15. By retaining and subsequently contributing the anonymous GoFundMe contributions to 

Candidate Mellingen, the LPMN and Candidate Mellingen have knowingly circumvented 

various provisions of Chapter 10A, including, but not limited to, Minn. Stat. §§ 10A.13, 

10A.16, 10A.20. 

 

LPMN is in violation of Minn. Stat. § 211B.04 for failure to display required disclaimer on 

disseminated campaign material. 

 

16. On information and belief, the LPMN violated Minn. Stat. § 211B.04 for preparing and 

disseminating campaign material that does not prominently include the name and address 

of the person or committee causing the material to be prepared or disseminated in a 

disclaimer substantially in the form provided in Minn. Stat. § 211B.04(b)-(c). 

 

17. The GoFundMe page contains campaign material, as defined at Minn. Stat. § 211B.01, 

subd. 2, because the page contains material that is disseminated for the purpose of 

influencing voting at an election: (1) the page advocates for the election of Emily 

Mellingen to Minnesota State Senate; and (2) the page identities the office and election 

date.   

 

18. The GoFundMe page identifies the creator of the page as the “Libertarian Party of MN” 

and as the “LPMN,” however, the page does not provide the address for the LPMN. 

 

19. The GoFundMe page does not state or otherwise indicate that the page was “Prepared and 

paid for” by the LPMN, as required by Minn. Stat. § 211B.04, subd. b. 
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