MINNEAPOLIS
Suite 2200
100 Washington Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55401-2179
T 612.339.6900
F 612.339.0981

Charles N. Nauen
cnnauen@locklaw.com
Direct: 612.596.4006

March 29, 2021
Mr. Jeff Sigurdson
jeff.sigurdson@state.mn.us
Executive Director
Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public
Disclosure Board
190 Centennial Office Building
658 Cedar Street
St. Paul, MN 55155
Re:

Rep. Mortensen and North Star Liberty Alliance Campaign Finance Violations

Dear Jeff:
We represent the Minnesota DFL and submit this letter complaint on the Minnesota DFL’s
behalf pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§ 10A.022, subd. 3 and 211B.32, subd. 1. As set forth below, Rep.
Erik Mortensen and North Star Liberty Alliance (“NSLA”) have violated Minnesota campaign
finance law. We request that the Board investigate the violations identified in this letter pursuant
to its authority under Minn. Stat. § 10A.022, subd. 3, and assess appropriate penalties for these
violations and any other violations discovered in the course of the Board’s investigation.
I.

Background

According to its website, NSLA is a Minnesota non-profit organization “created for the
purpose of advancing the cause of liberty in the State of Minnesota.1 The website states that NSLA
“conduct[s] candidate surveys during election seasons to inform voters where candidates stand on
key issues” but asserts that it “does not endorse any candidates for office.”
NSLA’s actions reveal a very different reality. NSLA is a hyper-partisan organization
focused on opposing “the radical left” and exposing “RINOs.”2 Its focus is predominantly, if not
exclusively, on attacking political opponents. NSLA’s efforts are supported by first-term
Representative Erik Mortensen who, signed a fundraising letter on behalf of the organization.
II.

Failure to Register as a Political Committee

NSLA is a political committee. It is an association of two or more individuals, and while
it claims to promote liberty and denies that it endorses candidates, its partisan attacks on Democrats
1

https://www.northstarlibertyalliance.com/; Exhibit 1.

2

Exhibit 2-3 (“What we will do is take back the power that is rightfully ours, put the Radical Left
politicians back in their place, and reassert our RIGHTS to live our own lives as we see fit” and
“expose RINO (‘Republican in Name Only”) politicians who campaign as ‘fiscal
conservatives’…”).
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and RINOs alike plainly are intended to “influence the nomination or election of one or more
candidates.” As a political committee, NSLA is required to register with the Board and submit
regular reports within 14 days after the committee has made a contribution, received a contribution,
or made expenditures in excess of $750.3 Without access to the committee’s records, it is
impossible to know the amount of contributions it has received or the expenditures it has made.
However, its recent fundraising efforts suggest that the committee likely has received more than
$750 in contributions this year.
NSLA has not registered with the Board. Indeed, its fundraising solicitation brags that
“your contribution is not required to be publicly disclosed.” That would be true if NSLA were a
non-partisan, issue oriented organization. But it is not. Instead, NSLA is hiding behind the artifice
of issue advocacy in order to shield its overtly political conduct from disclosure and scrutiny.
NSLA must register with the Board and disclose its contributions and expenditures as required
under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 10A.
III.

Candidate Control of a Political Committee

Minnesota prohibits candidates from exercising direct or indirect control of any political
committee other than their own principal campaign committee.4 Rep. Mortensen’s fundraising
solicitation on behalf of NSLA repeatedly speaks of the actions “we” will take. He states that “we
will not sit back and take it” and asks individuals to send the enclosed “2021 Legislative Road
Map Support Statement back to me.” It is apparent that Rep. Mortensen considers himself to be
part of NSLA and this evidences the fact that, at a minimum, he exercises indirect control over the
Committee. The Board should investigate the extent of Rep. Mortensen’s involvement in NSLA
and assess appropriate penalties for any violation.
IV.

Conclusion

We respectfully request the Board to conduct an investigation of NSLA and Rep.
Mortensen and assess appropriate penalties for all of the violations.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. Thank you.
Very truly yours,
LOCKRIDGE GRINDAL NAUEN P.L.L.P.

Charles N. Nauen
Enclosures
c:
Minnesota DFL
David Zoll

3

Minn. Stat. § 10A.14, subd. 1.

4

Minn. Stat. § 10.105, subd. 1.
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Republican Senate Advances Bill To Reinforce Punishments Violating Walz'
Unconstitutional Edicts
FEB 11, 2021

Minnesota Senate Republicans have publicly positioned themselves as staunch opponents to
Governor Walz’ illegal and unconstitutional edicts. This, unfortunately, is just an outward
appearance....
Read more

Mask Mandate To Be Put In Omnibus Bill?
FEB 11, 2021

EXHIBIT 1-1
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“When you can’t pass it on its own, throw it into the omnibus bill.”
Republicans and DFLers alike have taken...
Read more

That’s the attitude that

Rep. Haley Openly Admits Her Bill DOES NOT End Emergency Powers
FEB 09, 2021

The cat is out of the bag. In an e�ort to appease her DFL colleagues, Representative Haley
admitted in a committee meeting on Friday...
Read more

Walz Impeachment Resolution Just Introduced in the House
FEB 08, 2021

The grassroots e�ort to Impeach Walz has been 11 months in the making. Your hard work has
paid o�. Today, Representative Erik Mortensen introduced...
Read more
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Senate Republicans Play Into The Democrats Hand
FEB 05, 2021

Just when you thought it couldn’t get any worse… Senate Republicans introduced another
USELESS bill to “reform” Walz’ executive powers. This bill would revoke...
Read more

Legislators MUST Cut Taxes, Decrease Spending
FEB 04, 2021

Governor Tim Walz has spent the last week pushing his radical budget proposal, which
would seek to drastically increase taxes on Minnesotans. Republicans have...
Read more
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New Bill: Politicians Want You To Wear Masks Forever!
FEB 03, 2021

If you thought Governor Walz’ current mask mandate was bad, get ready for what liberal
DFLers in the legislature have to o�er. In an...
Read more

Business Owners Closing Doors Thanks To Heavy-Handed Government
FEB 02, 2021

It’s no secret that hundreds of thousands of businesses have had to close their doors in the
past year. Politicians will blame the nature...
Read more
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Enough Is Enough - We Need A Clean End To Emergency Powers; Never Again
FEB 01, 2021

Enough with the games. Republicans in the state legislature have been putting on quite the
show for the people of Minnesota. Fortunately, people...
Read more

More News

Email address

I'M IN

North Star Liberty Alliance is a Minnesota non-pro�t organization created for the purpose of
advancing the cause of liberty in the state of Minnesota. We are focused on educating
Minnesotans on liberty issues including Constitutional Carry and other civil liberties issues,
government taxing and spending, and property rights. We also conduct candidate surveys
during election seasons to inform voters where candidates stand on key issues.
Follow us on Facebook to get up-to-date information on what we're working on and how the
cause of liberty is advancing in Minnesota.
North Star Liberty Alliance does not endorse any candidates for o�ce.
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GET IN TOUCH
Contact us

Don't post this publicly
First Name

Last Name

Email

Mobile phone (optional)

Send me email updates
Send me text messages

Get in touch

North Star Liberty Alliance
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Sign in with Facebook, Twitter or email.
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