




Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition 
Potential Campaign Finance 

Violations 



Who is the Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition?



The Minneapolis 
Bicycle Coalition 

is a 501c3

https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/detailsPage?ein=271539442&name=
Our%20Streets%20Minneapolis&city=Minneapolis&state=MN&cou
ntryAbbr=US&dba=&type=CHARITIES,%20DETERMINATIONLETTERS
,%20EPOSTCARD,%20COPYOFRETURNS&orgTags=CHARITIES&orgTa
gs=DETERMINATIONLETTERS&orgTags=EPOSTCARD&orgTags=COPY
OFRETURNS 



The Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition is a 501c3

https://www.causeiq.com/organizations/view 990/271539442/2177cb80343daf8f26692099f2dbf224

https://www.causeiq.com/organizations/view_990/271539442/2177cb80343daf8f26692099f2dbf224


The Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition also 
does business under the name 

“Our Streets Minneapolis”

https://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/SearchDetails?filingGuid=a3c1b4f8-94d4-e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f

https://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/SearchDetails?filingGuid=a3c1b4f8-94d4-e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f


https://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/SearchDetails?filingGuid=a3c1b4f8-94d4-e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f

The Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition also 
does business under the name 

“Our Streets Minneapolis”

https://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/SearchDetails?filingGuid=a3c1b4f8-94d4-e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f


The Bike Coalition also operates the 
Minneapolis Open Streets Festival under 

contract with the City of Minneapolis. 



The Bicycle Coalition exists to lobby for 
bicycling and walking. 



From their web page… 



They clearly meet the definitions of 
lobbying. 



But the organization is not registered with 
the Campaign Finance Board. 

Neither are any individuals. 



Yet they appear to exist solely to lobby. 

The following slides show the various 
ways they are lobbying. 



Examples of Lobbying Emails 



This email from June 15th (broken into three parts as it is long) 
which shows them both promoting Open Streets and 
lobbying their Hennepin Redesign position. 

Email from Our Streets, received June 15th, 2022



Here is the email from 
June 13th. You can see 
both the Open Streets 
information as well as 
the lobbying of people 
to take action for their 
position on the 
Hennepin redesign. 



This email from May 26th showing both Open 
Streets and their lobbying on the Blue Line  



This is May 17th where they promote Open 
Streets, lobbying on Hennepin Avenue and 
lobbying for converting I94 to a boulevard. 



Talking about 
their lobbying 
efforts. 
December 28th 
2021.



Lobbying MnDOT on turning I-94 
into a boulevard. 
December 16, 2021.



March 2nd, 2022, 
lobbying for an I-94 
boulevard and ending 
Olsen Memorial as a 
highway. 



Lobbying on turning I-94 
into a boulevard.
December 4, 2021.



I have many more lobbying emails. 

I may not be on all their lists so this may be the 
tip of the iceberg.  They have claimed they can 
generate 20,000 emails to elected officials so 
that would indicate a larger outreach.  



Lobbying on the Our Streets Website



This is the Bike Coalition’s main web page as 
of June 19, 2022 where they are lobbying 
on the Hennepin bus lanes.

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/


This is the bottom half of the main web page 
where they are lobbying on the Hennepin 
Redesign. 



When you click on the picture, you are 
taken here, where there is a call to action 
“Send an Email TODAY”, clearly lobbying.

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin


This is the middle of that same page. You can 
see the action steps they have laid out to lobby 
the City. “Email.” “Canvas.” “Pack City Hall.” 

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin


And the graphic links over to the 
“Hennepin for People” site, the main 
lobbying site for the pro-bus lane group. 

www.hennepinforpeople.org

http://www.hennepinforpeople.org/


More from the middle of the same page, 
laying out how to lobby the City.

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.
org/hennepin

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin


And then 
contact 
information so 
people can 
lobby City 
officials

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin


And the bottom of that page…
https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin


And they provide 
an advocacy guide 
for Hennepin 
Avenue 
Reconstruction, 
which they 
themselves label 
as an “Advocacy 
Guide.” 

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin_advocacy_guide_2020

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin_advocacy_guide_2020


Emails Lobbying for Funding from the City 
for Themselves



This email is from 
March 17, 2022, 
where they ask 
people to contact 
the City to support 
funding for 
themselves. 
There are other 
emails. 



Website Lobbying for Funding from the 
City for Themselves 



Not only is the Bike Coalition lobbying 
on transportation issues, they are 
lobbying for more money from the City 
for themselves. 

This link is to their lobbying for more 
funding but I have pages following:

https://www.openstreetsmpls.org/funding_campaign

https://www.openstreetsmpls.org/funding_campaign


This is from the Open Streets website 
where they lobby for more money from the 

City of Minneapolis for themselves

https://www.openstreetsmpls.org/funding_campaign

https://www.openstreetsmpls.org/funding_campaign


More from their funding lobbying page.

https://www.openstreetsmpls.org/funding_campaign

https://www.openstreetsmpls.org/funding_campaign


You can see where they clearly state that they 
have a lobbying campaign to get funding for 
themselves and how people can take action. 

https://www.openstreetsmpls.org/funding_campaign

https://www.openstreetsmpls.org/funding_campaign


The previous page links here which lets you send a 
pre-written email on their behalf.

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-make-open-streets-minneapolis-events-more-
accessible/

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-make-open-streets-minneapolis-events-more-accessible/


They state they have been successful in getting 
money from the City because of the pressure 

they were able to bring through their lobbying. 

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-make-open-streets-minneapolis-events-more-
accessible/

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-make-open-streets-minneapolis-events-more-accessible/


In fact, they say they already have lobbied 
successfully for money. 

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-make-open-streets-minneapolis-events-more-
accessible/

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-make-open-streets-minneapolis-events-more-accessible/


Our Streets Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/ourstreetsmpls

https://www.facebook.com/ourstreetsmpls


Virtually everything on their Facebook 
page is either lobbying or their 

fundraising efforts through Open Streets.



Lobbying 
for turning 
I-94 into a 
boulevard



Lobbying for turning I-94 into a boulevard



Lobbying MnDOT



Lobbying the City on the Hennepin bus lanes



Bike Coalition uses the Open Streets 
Facebook page to lobby for funding for 
themselves.



Our Streets Twitter Account

https://twitter.com/ourstreetsmpls

https://twitter.com/ourstreetsmpls




Lobbying MnDOT



“Do you support the Twin Cities Boulevard for 
@MnDOT 's Rethinking I-94 project? Here is a 
thread with 6 quick action steps that you can take 
today to support the movement!”



Lobbying MnDOT on a land bridge over I94



There are over 12,000 similar tweets.



Our Streets Instagram Account Lobbying

https://www.instagram.com/p/CdrEkqspewp/

https://www.instagram.com/p/CdrEkqspewp/


Lobbying on I-94 on Instagram



Lobbying for bus lanes on Hennepin on 
Instagram



Celebrating their lobbying success on I-94



Conclusions



Conclusions

• The Bike Coalition exists to lobby for changes to the 
transportation system for bikers and walkers.  

• It is lobbying through emails, its website, its 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram accounts. 

• The Bike Coalition (or Our Streets Minneapolis) is 
not registered as a lobbying group with the 
Campaign Finance Board. Neither does it have any 
individual lobbyists registered. 

• This would appear to be a violation of the 
Campaign Finance rules. 



Thank you
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