
Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition 
Chapter 10A. Violations 

This document will lay out the 
Minneapolis Bike Coalition 

Chapter 10A. violations. 

Who is the Minneapolis Bike Coalition?

The Minneapolis 
Bicycle Coalition 

is a 501c3

https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/detailsPage?ein=271539442&name=
Our%20Streets%20Minneapolis&city=Minneapolis&state=MN&cou
ntryAbbr=US&dba=&type=CHARITIES,%20DETERMINATIONLETTERS
,%20EPOSTCARD,%20COPYOFRETURNS&orgTags=CHARITIES&orgTa
gs=DETERMINATIONLETTERS&orgTags=EPOSTCARD&orgTags=COPY
OFRETURNS 



The Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition is a 501c3

https://www.causeiq.com/organizations/view_990/271539442/2177cb80343daf8f26692099f2dbf224

Biking, Walking and Rolling are Easy and Comfortable 

https://www.causeiq.com/organizations/view_990/271539442/2177cb80343daf8f26692099f2dbf224

The Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition 
does business under the name 

https://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/SearchDetails?filingGuid=a3c1b4f8-94d4-e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f

Their 2021 
Annual Report 
shows that 
they spent 
$125,607 on 
Advocacy 
(lobbying). 

Our Streets Minneapolis 2021 Annual Report



They also spent 
$41,869 on 

Our Streets Minneapolis 2021 Annual Report

Because the Bicycle 
Coalition spent more 
than $50,000 
lobbying, this makes 
them a principal. 

Our Streets Minneapolis 2021 Annual Report

Lobbyist Handbook says: 
They also list 12 staff 
currently on their website, 
including: 

Advocacy Director
Communications
Specialist
Community Engagement 
Specialist
Lead Organizer, Bringing 
Back the 6th

Lead Organizer, Twin 
Cities Boulevard
Organizer

Our Streets Minneapolis Website



None of these individuals 
are registered as lobbyists.

Our Streets Minneapolis Website

Our Streets is not registered as an entity 
that has lobbyists. 

Campaign Finance Board Website

The Bicycle Coalition provides 

the City of Minneapolis.

The City of Minneapolis contracts with 
the Bike Coalition to operate the 

Minneapolis Open Streets Festival.

www.openstreetsmpls.org



There is not a separate organization

is an activity of 
the Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition. 

Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition. 

The Bicycle Coalition uses Open Streets, 
Minneapolis as a fundraiser for its 

lobbying activities. 

Proceeds from Open 
Streets Festivals fund 
the activities of the 
Bicycle Coalition.

Their whole budget
is either fundraising 
or lobbying.



What is lobbying? governmental action by communicating 
with or urging others to communicate 
with public officials or local officials in 

Campaign Finance Board Lobbyist Handbook

Governmental action means:

1) legislative action, including action by the 
governor with regard to his role in the 
legislative process

2) administrative action

3) official action by a metropolitan 
governmental unit.

Campaign Finance Board Lobbyist Handbook

A metropolitan governmental unit means any 
of the following entities:

Hennepin; Ramsey; Scott; and Washington;

the above counties;

in one of the above counties;

Commission, Metropolitan Airports 
Commission, and Metropolitan Sports Facilities 
Commission

Campaign Finance Board Lobbyist Handbook



Key requirements: 
Influence
Legislative Action
Minnesota: State, Large County, Large City
Directly or by urging others to do so 

The following slides show examples of how the 
Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition urging others to 
communicate to influence legislative action of 

the City of Minneapolis, City of St Paul, 
Hennepin County and the State of Minnesota. 

Website Website Lobbying The City of Minneapolis 



June 19, 2022 where they are urging others to 
contact public officials about a legislative action, 
the Hennepin Avenue Bus Lanes. 

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/

You are taken to this page with a call to action. 
which is asking people to 

contact the Minneapolis City Council to influence 
the Hennepin Avenue bus lane decision.

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin

This is the middle of that same page. You can 
see the action steps they have laid out to lobby 

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin

And the graphic links over to the 

lobbying site for the pro-bus lane group. 

www.hennepinforpeople.org



The middle of the same page, laying out 
how to lobby the City.

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.
org/hennepin

Lower down on 
that same page, 
contact 
information so 
people can 
contact 
Minneapolis 
officials to 
influence 
governmental 
action about 
Hennepin bus 
lanes. 

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin

And they provide 
an advocacy guide 
for Hennepin 
Avenue 
Reconstruction, 
which they 
themselves label 

https://www.ourstreetsmpls.org/hennepin_advocacy_guide_2020



This advocacy 
guide tells 
people how to 
contact the City 
and also sample 
language on 
what they want 
people to say to 
the City of 
Minneapolis.

This effort  generated
over 44,000 letters to 
Minneapolis City Council 
Members, Hennepin 
County Board Members, 
and government staff. 

These are the officials who received emails from this 
effort, including Minneapolis City Council members, 
the Mayor of Minneapolis, Hennepin County board 
members, and City staff. 

Website Lobbying MnDOT



Website on July 27th urging lobbying 
MnDOT on converting I-94 to a boulevard. 

Here they are trying to influence 
governmental action by urging others to 
communicate with MnDOT.

Here they say that effort generated 
11,712 letters to elected officials. 

Website Lobbying for The City of 
Minneapolis for Funding for Themselves 



Here they are urging others to contact 
the City of Minneapolis to give them 
more money. 

https://www.openstreetsmpls.org/funding_campaign

The letter 
people were 
asked to 
send.

These are the officials who received emails from this 
effort, including Minneapolis City Council members, 
the Mayor of Minneapolis, Hennepin County board 
members, and City staff. 

They generated 8060 
letters from this effort.

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-make-open-streets-minneapolis-events-more-
accessible/



They say they already have lobbied 
successfully and will be getting money in 2023. 

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/help-make-open-streets-minneapolis-events-more-
accessible/

Emails

I have included a small number of examples in 
this document. 

I have more than I sent in with the complaint.

Emails to Influence Legislative Action of 
the City of Minneapolis



Here is an email from 
June 13th. 

They are trying to 
influence 
governmental action 
by urging others to 
communicate with 
public officials of the 
City of Minneapolis 
about bus lanes on 
Hennepin Avenue. 

This is an email from 
May 17th. 

They are trying to 
influence 
governmental action by 
urging others to 
communicate with the 
Minneapolis City 
Council about 
Hennepin Avenue bus 
lanes.. 

. 

Emails to Influence Legislative Action of 
the State of Minnesota

This is from an email from 
December 16, 2021. 
They are trying to influence 
governmental action by urging 
others to communicate with 
public officials of MnDOT to turn 
Olson Memorial Highway into a 
street and to turn I-94 into a 
boulevard. 



This is from an email from 
March 2nd, 2022.
They are trying to influence 
governmental action by 
urging others to 
communicate with the 
public officials of MnDOT 
to turn I-94 into a 
boulevard. 

This is from an email from 
December 4, 2021.  
They are trying to influence 
governmental action by 
urging others to communicate 
with public officials of MnDOT 
to turn I-94 into a boulevard. 
.

Emails to Influence Legislative Action of 
Hennepin County

Email from September 
23, 2021. 
They are trying to 
influence 
governmental action 
by urging others to 
communicate with 
public officials of 
Hennepin County to 
design Lowry Avenue 
the way they want.



Hennepin County Commissioner Angela 
Conley acknowledging receiving hundreds 
of emails from the Our Streets activities.

Emails to Influence the City of Minneapolis 
to give them more Funding

March 17th email. They are 
trying to influence 
governmental action by 
urging others to 
communicate with the City 
of Minneapolis City Council 
to increase their funding. 

This shows their 
efforts to lobby 
Minneapolis City 
officials for more 
funding for 
themselves 
generated 8,312 
letters. 



Facebook Using Open Streets Facebook Page to Lobby for 
Funding from the City of Minneapolis 

for Themselves

Open Streets Facebook page where they 
lobby the City of Minneapolis for funding 
for themselves.

Using Open Streets Facebook Page to Lobby 
Hennepin County



On Facebook 
they are saying  
they have been
successful at
lobbying 
Hennepin County.

Using the Our Streets Facebook Page to Lobby 
MnDOT

Our Streets Door Knocking to Lobby Lobbying MnDOT to apply for a grant for 
a study they want. 



Using the Our Streets Facebook Page to Lobby 
the Cities of Minneapolis and St Paul 

Lobbying City of Minneapolis and St Paul 
leaders on I-94. 

Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/ourstreetsmpls/?hl=en



Twitter



Conclusions

Key requirements for registering: 
Influence Yes!
Legislative Action Yes! 
Minnesota: State, Large County, Large City Yes!
Directly or by urging others to do so Yes! 

Because the Bicycle 
Coalition spent more 
than $50,000 
lobbying, this makes 
them a principal. 



Staff paid $3000 or more: 
Advocacy Director
Communications
Specialist
Community Engagement 
Specialist
Lead Organizer, Bringing 
Back the 6th

Lead Organizer, Twin 
Cities Boulevard
Organizer

Do they meet the requirements of 
registering as lobbyists? 

Yes!

Is the Bicycle Coalition an lobbying
entity?

Yes!

Are they registered at the Campaign 
Finance Board?

No!



This is not a new or small or fly-by-night operation. 
This is a very well-funded, sophisticated lobbying 
operation. 
It is led by experienced individuals well-versed in 
federal and state law.
They had to have known about these laws. And they 
chose to ignore them.  

The Campaign Finance Board exists to 
provide the light of transparency to have 

a functional democracy. Democracy dies in darkness. 



Thank you for your consideration. Minneapolis Bicycle Coalition 
Chapter 10A. Violations 


