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Complaint for Violation of the 
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Act 

 

All information on this form is confidential until a decision is issued by the Board.   
A photocopy of the entire complaint, however, will be sent to the respondent. 

 
Information about complaint filer 

 

Name of  
complaint filer 

Address Email  
address 

City, state,  
and zip 

Telephone 
(Daytime) 

 

Identify person/entity you are complaining about 
 

Name of person/entity 
being complained about 

Address 

City, state, zip 

Title of respondent (If applicable) 

Board/Department/Agency/District # (If legislator) 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                            
                        Signature of person filing complaint                 Date 
 
Send completed form to: 
 
Campaign Finance & Public Disclosure Board 
190 Centennial Office Building 
658 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
If you have questions: 
 
Call 651-539-1189, 800-657-3889, or for TTY/TDD communication contact us through the Minnesota Relay 
Service at 800-627-3529.  Board staff may also be reached by email at cf.board@state.mn.us. 
 

This document is available in alternative formats to individuals with disabilities by calling 651-539-1180, 
800-657-3889, or through the Minnesota Relay Service at 800-627-3529. 

Matthew Sullivan

1596 Saint Clair Ave mbs4816@gmail.com

Saint Paul, Minnesota, 55105

Take Action Political Fund and Take Action PAC

705 Raymond Ave #100

55114

12/26/2022
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Give the statutory cite to the section of Chapter 10A, Chapter 211B,  
or Minnesota Rules you believe has been violated:                                           
 
You will find the complete text of Chapter 10A, Chapter 211B, and Minnesota Rules chapters 4501 - 4525 on 
the Board’s website at www.cfboard.state.mn.us. 
 

Nature of complaint 
 
Explain in detail why you believe the respondent has violated the campaign finance and public disclosure laws. 
Attach an extra sheet of paper if necessary.  Attach any documents, materials, minutes, resolutions, or other 
evidence to support your allegations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Minnesota Statutes section 10A.022, subdivision 3, describes the procedures required for investigating complaints.  A full 
description of the complaint process is available on the Board’s website. 
 
Briefly, the Board will notify you when it has received your complaint.  The Board must send a copy of the complaint to the 
respondent.  Complaints and investigations are confidential.  Board members and staff cannot talk about an investigation 
except as required to carry out the investigation or to take action in the matter.  After the Board issues a decision, the 
record of the investigation is public. 
 
The law requires a complaint to go through two stages before the Board can begin an investigation: a prima facie 
determination and a probable cause decision.  If the complaint does not pass one of the stages, it must be dismissed. 
 
The Board has 10 business days after receiving your complaint to determine whether the complaint is sufficient to allege a 
prima facie violation of the campaign finance laws.  If the Board determines that the complaint does allege a prima facie 
violation, the Board has 45 days to decide whether probable cause exists to believe a violation that warrants a formal 
investigation has occurred.  Both you and the respondent have the right to be heard on the issue of probable cause before 
the Board makes this decision.  The Board will notify you if the complaint moves to the probable cause stage. 
  
If the Board determines that probable cause does not exist, the Board will dismiss the complaint.  If the Board determines 
that probable cause exists, the Board will start an investigation.  The Board will send you monthly updates regarding the 
status of the investigation.  At the end of the investigation, the Board will offer you and the respondent the opportunity to be 
heard before the Board makes a final decision. 
 
In most cases, the Board will issue findings, conclusions, and an order as its decision.  For a spending or contribution limits 
violation, the Board can enter into a conciliation agreement with the respondent instead of issuing findings, conclusions, 
and an order.  The Board’s final decision will be sent to you and posted on the Board’s website. 

10A.20, subdivision 3

See attached



Take Action have repeatedly and intentionally concealed the source of their funds from
Minnesotans by listing all of their donations as "In-Kind", see attached reports. Minnesota
campaign finance law 10A, subdivisions 3, paragraph c states

"The report must disclose the name, address, employer, or occupation if self-employed, and
registration number if registered with the board, of each individual or association that has made
one or more contributions to the reporting entity, including the purchase of tickets for a
fundraising effort, that in aggregate within the year exceed $200 for legislative or statewide
candidates or more than $500 for ballot questions, together with the amount and date of each
contribution, and the aggregate amount of contributions within the year from each source so
disclosed. A donation in kind must be disclosed at its fair market value. An approved
expenditure must be listed as a donation in kind. A donation in kind is considered consumed in
the reporting period in which it is received. The names of contributors must be listed in
alphabetical order. Contributions from the same contributor must be listed under the same
name. When a contribution received from a contributor in a reporting period is added to
previously reported unitemized contributions from the same contributor and the aggregate
exceeds the disclosure threshold of this paragraph, the name, address, and employer, or
occupation if self-employed, of the contributor must then be listed on the report."

Attached are records from the FEC which show PACs contributing large amounts of money to
Take Action MN yet these contributions do not appear on the reports of "Take Action PAC" or
"Take Action Political Fund". Instead, all donations, including those for the purposes of phone
calls and digital ads are listed as "in kind" despite the fact that these expenses cannot,
practically speaking, be "in-kind" . Not only did Take Action fail to disclose these donations from
these large PACs, they did not disclose any donors on many of their reports, including their
pre-general 2022 report which is attached here. Donations previously including but not limited to
donations by “Peoples Action Power”, “Inspiring Leadership has a name PAC”, “Democracy
PAC”, “Moveon.org Political Action” and others are never listed on receipts by Take Action
despite being filed by the FEC. By not correctly disclosing their donors, they violated statute
10A.20, section c. Furthermore, this is clearly a meticulous effort to hide the source of funds.
FEC filings show slightly different names for Take Action such as "TAKEACTION MINNESOTA
(TAMN)" and "TAKE ACTION MINNESOTA" being used to try to make these donations harder
to find. Please disregard donations listed to "TAKEACTION MN FEDERAL FUND" as these
were to a group appropriately registered with the FEC. Take Action Political Fund did list some
of these donations in disclosure reports but they were not ever listed on their initial reports
under the “unregistered association” section and every receipt was instead listed as “in kind”.
Additionally, these disclosures list Take Action as the unregistered organization, this is an
attempt to move money through another organization with the same name at the same address
to conceal the funds. This is an absolutely egregious attempt to hide the source of the funds.
Not only should the board find agreements with the offenses alleged here, the egregious actions
of this group call for a full investigation into all of Take Action’s Financial reports.



Received by the Board October 28, 2022



Committee Transaction Summary

TakeAction Political Fund
Independent Expenditure FundReg Num 30636

1 Beginning cash balance 1/1/2022 (should be the same 
as the previous year ending cash balance)

5,076.95

A Receipts Cash In-Kind Total

2 Total Contributions Received 0.00 377,287.29 377,287.29Sch. A1 - CR

3 Receipts from loans payable Sch. A2 - LP

4 Miscellaneous income 0.91 0.91Sch. A2 - MISC

5 Total Receipts 0.91 377,287.29 377,288.20Sum #2 to #4

B Disbursements Cash In-Kind TotalUnpaid Bills

6 Expenditures 0.00 302,037.29 302,037.29Sch. B1 - EXP 0.00

7A Direct Contributions to candidate 
committees

Sch. B2A - PCC

7B Approved Expenditures for Candidate 
Committees

Sch. B2B - CAN

7C Total Contributions to Candidate 
Committees

Sum #7A + #7B

7D Direct Contributions to local candidate 
committees

Sch. B2A - LOC 
PCC

7E Approved Expenditures for Local 
Candidate Committees

Sch. B2B - LOC 
CAN

7F Total Contributions to Local Candidate 
Committees

Sum #7D + #7E

8 Contributions to political parties Sch. B2 - PTY

9 Contributions to political committees 
and political funds

Sch. B2 - PCF

10A Independent expenditures Sch. B3 - IND

10B Local Independent expenditures Sch. B3 - LOC 
IND

11 Ballot question expenditures Sch. B4 - BQ

12 Total Expenditures and Disbursements 0.00 302,037.29 302,037.29Sum #6 + #7C 
thru #11

0.00

13 Ending cash balance on 10/24/2022 5,077.86#1 + #5 - #12

Loans and Unpaid Obligations Summary

14A Total Outstanding balance of all loans incurred during the current year Sch. A2-LP

14B Total outstanding balance of all loans incurred during any year prior to the reporting year Sch. C

14C Total Outstanding balance of all loans Sum #14A + #14B

15A Total unpaid obligations incurred during the current year Line 12 Unpaid

15B Total unpaid obligations incurred during any year prior to the reporting year Sch. D

15C Total unpaid obligations Sum #15A + 15B

16 Total debt of committee Sum #14C + 15C

Any person who signs and certifies to be true a report or statement which the person knows contains false information, or who knowingly omits required information, is subject 
to a civil penalty imposed by the Board of up to $3,000 and is subject to criminal prosecution for a gross misdemeanor.

Elianne  Farhat October 28, 2022

Date

I certify that this report is complete, true and correct.

Signature of Treasurer or Deputy Treasurer

Certified Electronically By Valid Person

Certification

Committee Transaction Summary
CF Reporter Version Service Pack Page 1 of  1

Printed October 28, 2022

2.4.95 36










































