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CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD 

 
FINDINGS IN THE MATTER OF   
A CONTRIBUTION ACCEPTED  

DURING THE REGULAR 2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
BY THE PAUL GARDNER FOR MINNESOTA HOUSE COMMITTEE  

 
 

PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND
 
On its Report of Receipts and Expenditures for the period covering January 1, 2004, through 
August 23, 2004, Carpenter’s Union Local #87 PAF disclosed to the Campaign Finance and 
Public Disclosure Board (“the Board”) a $500 contribution to the Paul Gardner for Minnesota 
House Committee on April 21, 2004.   Minn. Stat. §10A.273, subd. 1 (a), prohibits a candidate 
for legislative office from accepting a contribution from a political fund during a regular session 
of the legislature.  The regular 2004 legislative Session was held from February 2, 2004, to May 
16, 2004. 
   
In response to an inquiry from Board staff, Paul Gardner, candidate, Paul Gardner for Minnesota 
House Committee, stated that he deposited the contribution from the Carpenters Union Local #87 
PAF on May 19, 2004.  In a letter dated December 20, 2004, Mr. Gardner stated “I do not have 
any records confirming that the Carpenter’s Local 87 contribution was received on May 17th or 
18th.” 
 
This matter was considered by the Board in executive sessions on January 25, 2005, and February 
22, 2005.  The Board’s decision was based on correspondence from Mr. Gardner and Board 
records.   
 
Based on the record before it, the Board issues the following: 

 
EVIDENTIARY FINDINGS

 
1. There is sufficient evidence that the Paul Gardner for Minnesota House Committee, a 

registered principal campaign committee, inadvertently accepted a $500 contribution 
from Carpenters Local #87 PAF, a registered political fund, during the regular 2004 
legislative session.   

 
2. There is no evidence that the Paul Gardner for Minnesota House Committee returned this 

contribution.  Minn. Stat. §10A.273, subd. 1 (a), prohibits a candidate for legislative 
office from accepting a contribution from a political fund during a regular session of the 
legislature.  The regular 2004 legislative Session was held from February 2, 2004, to May 
16, 2004. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




