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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD 

. . . . . . . . . 
October 2, 2024 

Blazing Star Room 
Centennial Office Building 

. . . . . . . . . 
 

MINUTES 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Asp. 
 
Members present:  Asp, Flynn, Kleis, Rashid, Soule, Swanson 
 
Others present:  Sigurdson, Engelhardt, Johnson, Olson, staff; Nathan Hartshorn, counsel  
 
MINUTES (September 4, 2024) 
 
The following motion was made: 
 

Member Rashid’s motion: To approve the September 4, 2024, minutes as drafted.  
 
Vote on motion: Unanimously approved. 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Sigurdson provided an update to the Board on the following: 
 
Staffing: The Board has hired Chaitanya Deepthi Tadinada and Prechar Xiong to enhance its IT staff.  
Ms. Tadinada, with a master’s degree in computer science and over five years of experience, and Mr. Xiong, 
who has a bachelor’s degree in computer science and two years of experience, began on September 25 and 
will address a backlog of IT projects. 
 
September Report of Receipts and Expenditures: The Board received 427 reports covering the period from 
January 1 to September 17, 2024, with eight political committees yet to file.  Total contributions reported were 
$57,859,885, with various expenditures and an ending cash balance of $41,828,315.  Appellate court judicial 
candidates reported $271,497 in contributions and an ending cash balance of $314,905. 
 
Report to the Legislature: Lobbying of Political Subdivisions: The Board is studying whether lobbying laws 
should differentiate between public and local officials.  A public hearing on August 19 gathered valuable input, 
and further discussions will be held on October 25. 
 
Training: A final compliance training for candidate committees is scheduled via Webex for October 8, 2024, at 
6:30 PM, expected to last two and a half hours. 
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ENFORCEMENT REPORT 
 
A. Waiver Requests  
 

1. Citizens for Accurate and Secure Elections (41338) Board Action 
Report(s) Due Filed Amount Prior 

Waivers 
Recommended 

Action 
 

Member Flynn 
moved to approve 
requests 1 and 2. 

 
Unanimously 

passed.  

2024 June 6/14/24 6/17/24 $50 No. Waive. 
Treasurer Rick Weible states that at the time the report was due, his internet went out due to 
construction in the area. Weible states once the internet was back up, he submitted the report. 
Ending cash balance as of 7/22/24: $100. 

 
2. 51st Senate District RPM (21000) Board Action 

Report(s) Due Filed Amount Prior 
Waivers 

Recommended 
Action 

 
Member Flynn 

moved to approve 
requests 1 and 2. 

 
Unanimously 

passed. 

2024 Pre-
Primary  

7/29/24 8/15/24 $650 No. Waive. 

Co-Chair Jim Lund explained that the treasurer experienced a serious medical emergency and 
was unable to submit the report on time. The committee is taking steps to ensure that the next 
report is filed punctually. The committee is also working to replace the treasurer. Ending cash 
balance as of 7/22/24: $3,607. 

 
3. TJ (Trenton) Hawthorne for 44B (19000) Board Action 

Report(s) Due Filed Amount Prior 
Waivers 

Recommended 
Action 

 
Member Swanson 
moved to waive the 
fees. Member Flynn 
moved to reduce the 

fees to $100 and 
Swanson accepted.  

 
Unanimously 

passed.  

2024 candidate 
EIS 

6/25/24 8/30/24 $100 
No. 

No recommended 
action. 

2024 Pre-Primary 7/29/24 9/4/24 $1,000 
Candidate T.J. Hawthorne filed for office with the Secretary of State by filing a petition. The 
signatures on the petition needed to be verified by the Secretary of State before Mr. Hawthorn 
was placed on the ballot. Mr. Hawthorn states that after completing the signature requirement 
the committee received a filing packet that was not opened until a few days ago. It was at this 
point the committee discovered the deadlines they needed to meet. Mr. Hawthorne states he 
has been deeply involved in daily responsibilities, including a demanding work schedule, and 
completing the process of adopting a baby. Board staff did not receive a notice from the 
Secretary of State’s office that Hawthorne had filed for office. Therefore, the Hawthorne 
committee never received a mailed notice or reminder emails from CFB to file the Pre-Primary 
report or EIS. Ending cash balance as of 7/22/24: $1,065. 

 
B. Informational Items 

 
Payments 

 
1. Late filing fee for 2024 candidate EIS 

 
Lawrence (Bryan) for MN, $40 

 
2. Late filing fee for 2024 June campaign finance report 
 
Best Fair Foods, $350 
Free Employee and Agent PAC, $350 
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Minnesota Pork PAC, $200 
 
3. Late filing fee for 2024 Pre-Primary campaign finance report 
 
Patriotic Chickens, $50 
MN Corn State PAC, $700 
 
4. Civil penalty for prohibited contribution during legislative session 
 
William Harper, $100 
 
5. Civil penalty for exceeding special source limit 

 
Kari Dziedzic for State Senate, $200 
 
6. Forwarded anonymous contribution 

 
Blue Earth County RPM, $50 

  
ADMINISTRATIVE RULEMAKING UPDATE 
 
Mr. Olson presented the Board with a memo outlining the following: 
 
If at least 25 people request a hearing on the Board’s proposed rules during the formal comment period, a 
hearing will be held on December 17, 2024, at 9:30 a.m. via Webex.  If fewer than 25 requests are received, 
the hearing will be canceled. 
 
A notice about the proposed rules and the comment period will be published on October 7, 2024, starting a 30-
day formal comment period that ends on November 6, 2024.  Comments can be submitted to Board staff or the 
Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) through its eComments website. 
 
If no changes are made after the comment period and any hearing, the rules will be submitted for final approval 
to the Governor’s Office, followed by a review by the OAH.  The OAH has 14 days to review the proposed rules 
before the Board votes on a formal resolution to adopt them.  Finally, a notice of adoption will be published in 
the State Register, and the rules will take effect five business days after that publication. 
 
PRIMA FACIE DETERMINATIONS 
 
A. Complaint of Carol A. Overland regarding Gary Iocco 
 
Ms. Engelhardt presented the Board with a memo regarding the above-mentioned matter.  Ms. Engelhardt 
stated the complaint was dismissed due to the Board’s lack of jurisdiction over the violations alleged in the 
complaint. 
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LEGAL REPORT 
 
Mr. Hartshorn updated the Board on the Mariani matter.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Chair Asp recessed the regular session of the meeting and called to order the executive session.  Upon 
adjournment of the executive session, the chair had nothing to report into regular session.  There being no 
other business, the meeting was adjourned by the chair. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jeff Sigurdson 
Executive Director 
 
Attachments: 
 
Executive Director’s report and attachments 
Rulemaking memo 
Iocco memo and attachments 
Legal Report 
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Date: September 25, 2024  
 
To:   Board Members 
 
From: Jeff Sigurdson, Executive Director  Telephone:  651-539-1189 
 
Re:  Executive Director’s Report – Board Operations  
 
Staffing 
 
The Board’s IT staff has been supplemented with the hiring of Chaitanya Deepthi Tadinada and 
Prechar Xiong.  Ms. Tadinada holds a Master’s Degree in Computer Science and has over five 
years of experience in application development.  Mr. Xiong has a Bachelor’s degree in 
Computer Science and two years experience in application development.  Ms. Tadinada and 
Mr. Xiong started with the Board on September 25, and will start immediately on a backlog of IT 
projects and improvements.  
 
September Report of Receipts and Expenditures 
 
The fourth report of receipts and expenditures for 2024 for appellate court judicial candidates, 
political committees, political funds, state committees of political parties, and legislative party 
units was due on September 24, 2024.  The report covers the period from January 1 to 
September 17, 2024.  The Board received 427 reports; as of the date of this memo, eight 
political committees have not yet filed a report.   
 
In total, the reports from party units, political committees, and political funds disclose 
$57,859,885 in contributions received, $5,345,898 in independent expenditures, $1,287,000 in 
contributions to candidates, $25,194,819 in general expenditures, $53,419 in ballot question 
expenditures, $11,159,022 in contributions to party units, and an ending cash balance of 
$41,828,315.  In total, the reports from appellate court judicial candidates disclose $271,497 in 
contributions received, $54,886 in campaign expenditures, and an ending cash balance of  
$314,905.   
  
Report to the Legislature – Lobbying of Political Subdivisions 
 
At the 2024 legislative session, the Board was tasked with studying whether the laws regulating 
lobbying do or should distinguish between lobbying of public officials and lobbying of local 
officials in political subdivisions.  In particular, the Board was directed to study the statutory 
definitions of "lobbyist," "local official," "public official," and "official action of a political 
subdivision" as provided in Chapter 10A.  The Board held a public hearing on August 19th to  
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hear ideas and comments from the lobbying community, organizations that represent political 
subdivisions, professional organizations, and good governance groups on this subject.  The 
participation and attendance at this meeting was good, and helpful information and interesting 
ideas were presented to the Board.  Written comments from that meeting are available on the 
Board’s website at: cfb.mn.gov/citizen-resources/the-board/statutes-and-rules/report-to-the-
legislature-on-lobbying.  The recording of the hearing is also available at this link.       
 
I have been contacted by other associations that would like to present ideas and concerns to 
the Board on this subject, and from individuals present at the August meeting who hope that 
there will be further public discussion on the subject.  To accommodate this interest, I have 
scheduled another public meeting for the morning of Friday, October 25th at 9 AM.   
 
Board staff has been researching what other states do regarding registration and reporting for 
lobbying local government and will provide information on what staff has found at the meeting.    
 
Training 
 
Board staff will be conducting a compliance training for candidate committees via Webex on 
Tuesday, October 8, 2024, at 6:30 pm.  Board staff expects that the training will take about two 
and half hours and will be the last campaign finance training offered in 2024.    
 
  
 
 

https://cfb.mn.gov/citizen-resources/the-board/statutes-and-rules/report-to-the-legislature-on-lobbying/
https://cfb.mn.gov/citizen-resources/the-board/statutes-and-rules/report-to-the-legislature-on-lobbying/


 

 
 

Date:  September 25, 2024 
 
To:    Board members 
   Nathan Hartshorn, counsel 
 
From:  Andrew Olson, Legal/Management Analyst   Telephone:  651-539-1190 
 
Subject: Rulemaking update 
 
In case at least 25 people request a hearing on the Board’s proposed rules during the formal 
comment period, a hearing with an administrative law judge has been scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 17, 2024, starting at 9:30 a.m.  If held, the hearing will be conducted using Webex.  If 
less than 25 people request a hearing, the hearing will be canceled. 
 
A notice regarding the proposed rules, the formal comment period, and the possibility of a 
hearing will be published in the State Register on October 7, 2024.  That publication begins the 
30-day formal comment period, which will end on Wednesday, November 6, 2024.  During the 
formal comment period, comments may be submitted to Board staff, or directly to the Office of 
Administrative Hearings (OAH) using its eComments website.  Board staff will submit responses 
to OAH regarding any substantive comments concerning the proposed rules. 
 
If there are no changes made to the proposed rules following the comment period and any 
hearing, the next step is to obtain final approval from the Governor’s Office.  Next, the 
rulemaking record will be submitted to the OAH for review.  Once submitted, the OAH has 14 
days to review the record and approve all or portions of the proposed rules, disapprove all or 
portions of the proposed rules, and suggest changes to the proposed rules.  After that process 
is complete, the Board will need to vote on a formal resolution adopting the rules in their final 
form.  Lastly, a notice will be published in the State Register regarding the adoption of the rules, 
and the rules will take effect five business days after that date. 
 
No Board action is required at this time. 
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Date: September 25, 2024 
 
To:   Board members 
 
From: Megan Engelhardt, Assistant Executive Director Telephone:  651-539-1182 
  
Re:  Prima Facie Determination   
 
Complaints filed with the Board are subject to a prima facie determination which are made by 
the Board chair in consultation with staff.  If the Board chair determines that the complaint states 
a violation of Chapter 10A or the provisions of Chapter 211B under the Board’s jurisdiction, the 
complaint moves forward to a probable cause determination by the full Board. 
 
If the determination finds that the complaint does not state a prima facie violation, the prima 
facie determination must dismiss the complaint without prejudice.  When a complaint is 
dismissed, the complaint and the prima facie determination become public data.  The following 
complaint was dismissed by Chair Asp, and the prima facie determination is provided here as 
an informational item to Board members.  No further Board action is required. 
 
Gary Iocco 
 
On September 6, 2024, the Board received a complaint from Carol Overland regarding Gary 
Iocco, a mayoral candidate in the City of Red Wing.  The complaint alleged that Gary Iocco 
accepted a corporate contribution in violation of Minnesota Statutes section 211B.15 by not 
paying the fair market value for a rooftop campaign sign on a building owned by a corporation.  
The complaint also alleged that Mr. Iocco’s campaign did not report receiving an in-kind 
contribution consisting of the use of the building roof, and failed to keep a correct account in 
violation of Minnesota Statutes section 211A.06.  The complaint was dismissed due to the 
Board’s lack of jurisdiction over the violations alleged in the complaint.  
 
Attachments: 
Complaint 
Prima facie determination 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD 

 
PRIMA FACIE 

DETERMINATION  
 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPLAINT OF CAROL A. OVERLAND REGARDING GARY IOCCO 
 
On September 6, 2024, the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board received a 
complaint submitted by Carol A. Overland regarding Gary Iocco, a mayoral candidate in the City 
of Red Wing.  
 
The complaint alleges that Gary Iocco accepted a corporate contribution in violation of 
Minnesota Statutes section 211B.15 by not paying the fair market value for a rooftop campaign 
sign on a building owned by a corporation.  The complaint also alleges that Mr. Iocco’s 
campaign did not report receiving an in-kind contribution consisting of use of the building roof, 
and failed to keep a correct account in violation of Minnesota Statutes section 211A.06.   
 
Determination 
 
Minnesota Statutes section 10A.022, subdivision 3, authorizes the Board to investigate alleged 
or potential violations of Minnesota Statutes chapter 10A in addition to Minnesota Statutes 
sections 211B.04, 211B.12, and 211B.15 regarding state-level candidates.  Because the Board 
does not have jurisdiction over the statutes that might give rise to the violations alleged in the 
complaint, the chair concludes that the complaint does not state a prima facie violation of 
Chapter 10A or of those sections of Chapter 211B under the Board’s jurisdiction.  Pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 10A.022, subdivision 3, this prima facie determination is made by 
the Board chair and not by any vote of the entire Board. The complaint is dismissed without 
prejudice.  
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________   Date: September 12, 2024 
David Asp, Chair      
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board 



Revised: 9/24/24 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD 
October 2024 

 
ACTIVE FILES 

 
Candidate/Treasurer/ 
Lobbyist 

 
Committee/Agency 

Report Missing/ 
Violation 

Late Fee/ 
Civil Penalty 

Referred 
to AGO 

Date S&C 
Personally  
Served 

Default 
Hearing Date 

Date 
Judgment 
Entered 

 
Case Status 
 

Mariani, Carlos Neighbors for Mariani Previously filed 
reports and 
statements 
 
Late filing of 2023 
year-end report 

$7,620 LFFs 
$3,300 CPs 
 
 
$1,000 LFF 
 
 
 

11/22/23, 
7/31/24 
 
 
 
 

8/29/24    
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