February 19, 2019
Dear Governor Walz and Minnesota Senate and House of Representatives Leaders:
I am pleased to provide you with the accompanying 2019 legislative recommendations of the Minnesota
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board. The Board developed these recommendations based on
its experience with real-world campaign finance and public disclosure issues.
This year's recommendations bring before you important policy changes to the campaign finance and
economic interest statement programs. In the campaign finance program, the Board believes there is a
critical gap in the definition of what constitutes an independent expenditure to influence the nomination or
election of a candidate. This gap defeats the Board’s goal of providing the public with accurate
information on how much money is spent in Minnesota to influence elections, and raises questions
regarding the integrity and fairness of the reporting required under Chapter 10A.
The Board also recommends that the legislature provide statutory guidance for candidates and political
committees that accept donations made with bitcoins or other cryptocurrencies. Such donations did
occur in 2018, and the Board believes that putting procedures in place now will avert problems as
cryptocurrency contributions become more common in future election cycles.
Minnesota's economic interest disclosure laws require disclosure of assets owned by public officials so
that the public is aware of when a specific vote or other action may create a conflict of interest. However,
the Board believes that the disclosure currently provided by public officials lacks information in two areas
that may create conflicts. First, the Board recommends that public officials disclose state and local
government contracts and professional licenses that were issued to the public official, or to a business
owned by the public official. Second, the Board recommends that public officials disclose assets owned
by another when the asset provides, or could provide, direct financial benefit to the public official. This
additional disclosure will build public confidence in the integrity of public officials and their use of their
offices.
The Board also recommends that the legislature modify the disclosure provided by soil and water
conservation district supervisors and water management board members so that the disclosure more
accurately reflects the possible conflicts of interest that may exist for these officials.
This year's recommendations also include a group of changes that are primarily administrative and
technical and that are not expected to be controversial. Nevertheless, these changes are also important
for the efficient administration of Chapter 10A.
As always, the Board will work to find bipartisan support and agreement on these recommendations. To
that end, the Board has instructed Jeff Sigurdson, the executive director, to provide whatever additional
information and support is needed for the legislature to fully evaluate these recommendations.
Sincerely,

Margaret Leppik, Chair
Enclosure

2019 Legislative Recommendations from the
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board
The Board has identified the following subjects that would benefit from a statutory change or
clarification.
Economic interest statement program – technical proposals
While administering the economic interest statement (EIS) program the Board has identified the
following problematic areas that would benefit from statutory change or clarification. In the
Board’s view these proposals are technical in nature because they do not dramatically affect the
disclosure provided to the public by the EIS forms. The suggested statutory language for the
proposals is provided in attachment A.
•

Raising the dollar-level threshold for disclosure of honoraria. Currently the annual
EIS requires disclosure of each honorarium of over $50 in the year covered by the
statement. That amount has not been adjusted for inflation in decades (set in 1974),
and could be increased to $250 without affecting meaningful disclosure. A $250
threshold for honoraria would conform to the threshold for disclosing other sources of
compensation.

•

Ensure that Minnesota State Colleges and Universities trustees and its chancellor
continue to file economic interest statements. MNSCU trustees and the chancellor
are currently filing EIS statements as public officials. However, it appears that a 2002
change in the definition of public official inadvertently excluded the MNSCU trustees and
chancellor from the requirement to file the EIS statement, and from the gift prohibition.
In other words, their disclosure is being provided voluntarily. Given that the MNSCU
Board makes decisions regarding the expenditure of millions of dollars in public funds
the Board believes that EIS disclosure should be required for these positions.

•

Eliminate requirement that local governments provide a notice of appointment for
local officials to the Board. Local governments in the metropolitan area are to notify
the Board whenever they hire, or accept an affidavit of candidacy from, a local official
who is required to file a statement of economic interest with that local entity. The Board,
however, never uses this information because local officials do not file with the Board.
Most local governments do not bother to file the notice, and even if they did the
information would not have practical value.

• Standardize economic interest statement reporting periods. Minnesota Statutes
section 10A.09, subdivision 6, clearly spells out the reporting period for the annual EIS.
There is no such language defining the reporting period for an original statement. This
creates confusion among filers and, in some cases, inconsistent disclosure between
public officials. Additionally, EIS forms are divided into five disclosure schedules. For an
original statement none of the schedules have the same reporting period.
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Standardization of the reporting period requirement would simplify completing the
statement, and help staff’s support of clients completing the statement.
Economic interest statement program – policy proposals
The Board believes that the economic interest statement (EIS) program requires disclosure that
in some cases is unnecessary, and in other cases is insufficient, to alert the public of a possible
conflict of interest. The following recommendations represent policy changes that would
significantly alter the disclosure provided in the EIS form. The suggested statutory language for
the proposals is included in attachment B.
•

Establish a two-tiered disclosure system. The disclosure required for soil and water
conservation district supervisors and members of watershed districts and watershed
management organizations is excessive given their limited authority. In a two-tiered
system, members of these boards and districts would disclose their occupation, sources
of compensation and non-homesteaded property owned in the state. The members of
these boards and districts would not disclose securities or professional or business
categories.

•

Require public and local officials to disclose direct interests in government
contracts. This new disclosure would consist of a listing of any contract, professional
license, lease, franchise, or permit issued by a state agency or any political subdivision
of the state to the public official as an individual, or to any business in which the public
official has an ownership interest of at least 25 percent.

•

Expand EIS disclosure to include beneficial interests that may create a conflict of
interest. The Board believes that the EIS program provides the public with disclosure of
assets held directly by an official that may create a conflict of interest when conducting
public business. However, the EIS program does not require disclosure of assets owned
by another even when those assets will provide direct financial benefit to the public
official because of a contract or relationship between the public official and the owner of
the asset. To address this gap in disclosure the Board recommends expanding
disclosure to include the official’s “beneficial interest” in assets owned by another.

Campaign finance program – technical proposals
The Board has identified the following issues related to the administration of the campaign
finance program that would benefit from statutory change or clarification. In the Board’s view
this section of proposals are technical in nature because they do not raise new issues or
dramatically affect the disclosure provided to the public through the program. The suggested
statutory language for each proposal is provided in attachment C.
• Eliminate the contribution statement from Enterprise Minnesota, Inc. members.
Minnesota Statutes section 116O.03, subdivision 9, and section 116O.04, subdivision 3,
require members of the Enterprise Minnesota, Inc. board of directors and its president to
file statements with the Campaign Finance Board showing contributions to any public
official, political committee or fund, or political party unit. These statements must cover
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the four years prior to the person’s appointment and must be updated annually. The
contributions that require itemization on these statements are already reported by the
recipient committee to the Campaign Finance Board or, for county commissioners, to the
county auditor. This disclosure therefore is at best repetitive. The Board is also not sure
why this disclosure is required only of members of the Enterprise Minnesota, Inc. board
of directors and its president, and for consistency, recommends eliminating the
requirement.
• Affidavit of contribution deadline. Minnesota Statutes section 10A.323, provides that
the affidavit of contributions required to qualify for a public subsidy payment must be
submitted “by the deadline for reporting of receipts and expenditures before a primary
under section 10A.20, subdivision 4.” The cross reference to section 10A.20 subdivision
4, is incorrect as the deadline for submitting the pre-primary report is set in section
10A.20, subdivision 2. This change would correct the cross reference error.
• Update acceptable multicandidate political party expenditures. Political parties are
provided five specific multicandidate expenditures that do not count either as a
contribution to any candidate, or as an independent expenditure. One of the five
multicandidate political party expenditures is funds spent operating a phone bank as
long as the calls to potential voters include the name of three or more individuals who
will appear on the ballot. The Board’s recommendation is to update this expenditure to
include direct text message services, direct voice mail services, and e-mails that meet
the same standard of naming three or more individuals who will appear on the ballot.
• Eliminate disclosure requirement for in-kind contributions between the federal
and state committees of same political party. Generally, an association not
registered with the Board is required to provide underlying disclosure on the source of
funds used for a contribution to a registered committee. Under current statute an
exception to this requirement is made when the national committee of a political party
(which is an unregistered association in Minnesota) contributes to the Minnesota state
central committee of the same party. The Board recommends extending this exception
to include in-kind contributions made from a federal political party unit to a political party
unit registered in Minnesota. The contributors to the federal party unit are already
reported to the FEC, and federal contributions are more limited than contributions that
may be accepted by the state party unit. Further the public is not gaining meaningful
disclosure when, for example, the federal committee for the Republican Party of
Minnesota is required to provide disclosure reports to the state central committee for the
Republican Party of Minnesota for the in-kind donation of shared office space and staff
costs.
• Allow unregistered associations to provide disclosure statements in writing or
through a government web address. Currently, an unregistered association that
makes a contribution of over $200 to a candidate committee, political committee or fund,
or political party unit, must provide a written disclosure statement with the contribution.
The disclosure statement provides information on the finances of the unregistered
association in detail that is equivalent to a campaign finance report filed under Chapter
10A. The committee that receives the contribution then forwards the statement from the
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unregistered association to the Board with the committee’s next financial report.
In practice, the majority of “unregistered associations” are in fact registered with either
the Federal Election Commission (FEC) or in another state with an agency similar to the
Board. The FEC and other state campaign finance agencies post reports filed by their
registered committees to a government website. This proposal would allow an
unregistered association to provide the written disclosure statement currently required by
statute, or provide a link to a government website where the disclosure statement is
available. The disclosure would still need to be equivalent to Chapter 10A, for example,
it must have itemization of contributions and expenditures that are over $200. If the
reporting requirements for the state are not similar to Chapter 10A then a written report
will still be required.
Campaign finance program – policy proposals
The Board recommends two changes to the campaign finance program that represent either a
new area of regulation, or which close a weakness in current statute that prevents the Board
from providing complete disclosure to the public. The suggested statutory language for each
proposal is provided in attachment D.
•

Provide regulation of contributions made with bitcoins and other virtual currency.
During 2018 staff received calls from campaign committees asking for guidance on
accepting and reporting contributions made with bitcoins and other virtual currencies.
Chapter 10A does not provide any guidance on the subject, other than to view the virtual
currency as something of value. The Board’s proposal will provide a statutory basis for
disclosing and regulating the conversion of virtual currency into United States currency.

•

Redefine independent expenditures to include both express advocacy and words
that are the functional equivalent. Under current statute an independent expenditure
must use words of express advocacy (vote for, elect, support, cast your ballot for, Smith
for House, vote against, defeat, reject, or very similar words) to state support of, or
opposition to, a candidate. A communication that avoid words of express advocacy, but
which nonetheless has the clear purpose of influencing voting in Minnesota, does not in
many cases need to be reported to the Board. This gap prevents the Board from
fulfilling its core mission of providing the public with accurate and complete information
on the money spent to influence the outcome of state elections.
The words of express advocacy were recognized in a footnote in the Buckley v. Valeo
Supreme Court decision in 1976. In subsequent cases, (McConnell v. Federal Election
Commission in 2003 and Federal Election Commission v. Wisconsin Right to Life, Inc. in
2007) the Supreme Court has adopted a functional equivalent of express advocacy
standard that recognizes that communications can easily convey support for or
opposition to a candidate while avoiding use of the so-called magic words. The Board
proposal expands the definition of independent expenditure to include communications
that do not use the eight magic words but could have no reasonable purpose other than
to influence voting in Minnesota.
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Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board Suggested Statutory Language
for Legislative Proposals
Attachment A Economic interest statement program, technical proposals
10A.01 DEFINITIONS
****
Subd. 35. Public official. "Public official" means any:
(1) member of the legislature;
****
(28) member of the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission; or
(29) member of the Destination Medical Center Corporation established in
section 469.41; or
(30) chancellor or member of the board of trustees of the Minnesota State Colleges and
Universities.
10A.09 STATEMENTS OF ECONOMIC INTEREST
****
Subd. 2. Notice to board. The secretary of state or the appropriate county auditor, upon
receiving an affidavit of candidacy or petition to appear on the ballot from an individual required
by this section to file a statement of economic interest, and any official who nominates or
employs a public or local official required by this section to file a statement of economic interest,
must notify the board of the name of the individual required to file a statement and the date of
the affidavit, petition, or nomination.
****
Subd. 5b. Original statement; reporting period. (a) An original statement of economic
interest required under subdivision 1, clause (1), must cover the calendar month before the
month in which the individual accepted employment as a public official or a local official in a
metropolitan governmental unit.
(b) An original statement of economic interest required under subdivision 1, clause (2),
must cover the calendar month before the month in which the individual assumed office.
(c) An original statement of economic interest required under subdivision 1, clause (3),
must cover the calendar month before the month in which the candidate filed the affidavit of
candidacy.
Subd. 6. Annual statement. (a) Each individual who is required to file a statement of
economic interest must also file an annual statement by the last Monday in January of each
year that the individual remains in office. The annual statement must cover the period through
1

December 31 of the year prior to the year when the statement is due. The annual statement
must include the amount of each honorarium in excess of $50 $250 received since the previous
statement and the name and address of the source of the honorarium. The board must maintain
each annual statement of economic interest submitted by an officeholder in the same file with
the statement submitted as a candidate.
(b) For the purpose of annual statements of economic interest to be filed, "compensation
in any month" includes compensation and honoraria received in any month between the end of
the period covered in the preceding statement of economic interest and the end of the current
period.
(c) An individual must file the annual statement of economic interest required by this
subdivision to cover the period for which the individual served as a public official even though at
the time the statement was filed, the individual is no longer holding that office as a public official.
(d) For the purpose of an annual statement of economic interest, the individual shall
disclose any real property owned at any time between the end of the period covered by the
preceding statement of economic interest and through the last day of the month preceding the
current filing or the last day of employment, if the individual is no longer a public official.
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Attachment B Economic interest statement program, policy proposals
10A.01 DEFINITIONS
****
Subd. 7e. Beneficial interest. “Beneficial interest” means the right, or reasonable
expectation of the right to the possession of, use of, or direct financial benefit from an asset
owned by another due to a contract or relationship with the owner of the asset.
10A.09 STATEMENTS OF ECONOMIC INTEREST
****
Subd. 5. Form; general requirements. (a) A statement of economic interest required by
this section must be on a form prescribed by the board. Except as provided in subdivision 5a,
tThe individual filing must provide the following information:
(1) name, address, occupation, and principal place of business;
(2) the name of each associated business and the nature of that association including
any associated business in which the individual has a beneficial interest;
(3) a listing of all real property within the state, excluding homestead property, in which
the individual holds: (i) a fee simple interest, a beneficial interest, a mortgage, a contract for
deed as buyer or seller, or an option to buy, whether direct or indirect, if the interest is valued in
excess of $2,500; or (ii) an option to buy, if the property has a fair market value of more than
$50,000;
(4) a listing of all real property within the state in which a partnership of which the
individual is a member holds: (i) a fee simple interest, a mortgage, a contract for deed as buyer
or seller, or an option to buy, whether direct or indirect, if the individual's share of the
partnership interest is valued in excess of $2,500; or (ii) an option to buy, if the property has a
fair market value of more than $50,000. A listing under this clause or clause (3) must indicate
the street address and the municipality or the section, township, range and approximate
acreage, whichever applies, and the county in which the property is located;
(5) a listing of any investments, ownership, or interests in property connected with parimutuel horse racing in the United States and Canada, including a racehorse, in which the
individual directly or indirectly holds a partial or full interest or an immediate family member
holds a partial or full interest;
(6) a listing of the principal business or professional activity category of each business
from which the individual receives more than $250 in any month during the reporting period as
an employee, if the individual has an ownership interest of 25 percent or more in the business;
(7) a listing of each principal business or professional activity category from which the
individual received compensation of more than $2,500 in the past 12 months as an independent
contractor; and
3

(8) a listing of the full name of each security with a value of more than $10,000 owned in
part or in full by the individual, or in which the individual has a beneficial interest, at any time
during the reporting period; and
(9) a listing of any contract, professional license, lease, franchise, or professional permit
that meets the following criteria:
(i) it is held by the individual or any business in which the individual has an ownership
interest of 25 percent or more; and
(ii) it is entered into with or issued by any state department or agency listed in section
15.01 or 15.06 or any political subdivision of the state.
Subd. 5a. Form; exception for certain officials. (a) This subdivision applies to the
following individuals:
(1) a supervisor of a soil and water conservation district;
(2) a manager of a watershed district; and
(3) a member of a watershed management organization as defined under section
103B.205, subdivision 13.
(b) Notwithstanding subdivision 5, paragraph (a), an individual listed in subdivision 5a,
paragraph (a), must provide only the information listed below on a statement of economic
interest:
(1) the individual’s name, address, occupation, and principal place of business;
(2) a listing of any association, corporation, partnership, limited liability company, limited
liability partnership, or other organized legal entity from which the individual receives
compensation in excess of $250, except for actual and reasonable expenses, in any month
during the reporting period as a director, officer, owner, member, partner, employer, or
employee;
(3) a listing of all real property within the state, excluding homestead property, in which
the individual holds: (i) a fee simple interest, a mortgage, a contract for deed as buyer or seller,
or an option to buy, whether direct or indirect, if the interest is valued in excess of $2,500; or (ii)
an option to buy, if the property has a fair market value of more than $50,000; and
(4) a listing of all real property within the state in which a partnership of which the
individual is a member holds: (i) a fee simple interest, a mortgage, a contract for deed as buyer
or seller, or an option to buy, whether direct or indirect, if the individual's share of the
partnership interest is valued in excess of $2,500; or (ii) an option to buy, if the property has a
fair market value of more than $50,000. A listing under this clause or clause (3) must indicate
the street address and the municipality or the section, township, range and approximate
acreage, whichever applies, and the county in which the property is located.
(c) If an individual listed in subdivision 5a, paragraph (a), also holds a public official
position that is not listed in subdivision 5a, paragraph (a), the individual must file a statement of
economic interest that includes the information specified in subdivision 5, paragraph (a).
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Attachment C

Campaign finance program, technical proposals

116O.03 CORPORATION; BOARD OF DIRECTORS; POWERS.
****
Subd. 9. Contributions to public officials; disclosure. Each director shall file a
statement with the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board disclosing the nature,
amount, date, and recipient of any contribution made to a public official, political committee,
political fund, or political party, as defined in chapter 10A, that:
(1) was made within the four years preceding appointment to the Enterprise Minnesota,
Inc. board; and
(2) was subject to the reporting requirements of chapter 10A.
The statement must be updated annually during the director's term to reflect
contributions made to public officials during the appointed director's tenure.
116O.04 CORPORATE PERSONNEL.
****
Subd. 3. Contributions to public officials; disclosure. The president shall file a
statement with the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board disclosing the nature,
amount, date, and recipient of any contribution made to a public official which:
(1) was made within the four years preceding employment with the Enterprise
Minnesota, Inc. board; and
(2) was subject to the reporting requirements of chapter 10A.
The statement must be updated annually during the president's employment to reflect
contributions made to public officials during the president's tenure.
10A.27 CONTRIBUTION LIMITS.
****
Subd. 13. Unregistered association limit; statement; penalty. (a) The treasurer of a
political committee, political fund, principal campaign committee, or party unit must not accept a
contribution of more than $200 from an association not registered under this chapter unless the
contribution is accompanied by a written statement that meets the disclosure and reporting
period requirements imposed by section 10A.20. The statement may be a written statement or
a government web address where the disclosure report for the unregistered association may be
viewed. This statement must be certified as true and correct by an officer of the contributing
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association. The committee, fund, or party unit that accepts the contribution must include a copy
of the written statement or web address with the report that discloses the contribution to the
board.
(b) An unregistered association may provide the written statement required by this
subdivision to no more than three committees, funds, or party units in a calendar year. Each
statement must cover at least the 30 days immediately preceding and including the date on
which the contribution was made. An unregistered association or an officer of it is subject to a
civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $1,000, if the association or its officer:
(1) fails to provide a written statement as required by this subdivision; or
(2) fails to register after giving the written statement required by this subdivision to more
than three committees, funds, or party units in a calendar year.
(c) The treasurer of a political committee, political fund, principal campaign committee, or
party unit who accepts a contribution in excess of $200 from an unregistered association without
the required written disclosure statement is subject to a civil penalty up to four times the amount
in excess of $200.
(d) This subdivision does not apply:
(1) when a national political party contributes money to its state committee; or
(2) when the federal committee of a major or minor political party registered with the
Board gives an in kind contribution to its state central committee, or a party organization within a
house of the state legislature; or
(3) to purchases by candidates for federal office of tickets to events or space rental at
events held by party units in this state (i) if the geographical area represented by the party unit
includes any part of the geographical area of the office that the federal candidate is seeking and
(ii) the purchase price is not more than that paid by other attendees or renters of similar spaces.

10A.275 MULTICANDIDATE POLITICAL PARTY EXPENDITURES.
Subdivision 1. Exceptions. Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter, the
following expenditures by a party unit, or two or more party units acting together, with at least
one party unit being either: the state committee or the party organization within a congressional
district, county, or legislative district, are not considered contributions to or expenditures on
behalf of a candidate for the purposes of section 10A.25 or 10A.27 and must not be allocated to
candidates under section 10A.20, subdivision 3, paragraph (g)(h):
(1) expenditures on behalf of candidates of that party generally without referring to any
of them specifically in a published, posted, or broadcast advertisement;
(2) expenditures for the preparation, display, mailing, or other distribution of an official
party sample ballot listing the names of three or more individuals whose names are to appear
on the ballot;
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(3) expenditures for a telephone conversation call, voice mail, text message, multimedia
message, internet chat message, or e-mail when the communication includinges the names of
three or more individuals whose names are to appear on the ballot;
(4) expenditures for a political party fund-raising effort on behalf of three or more
candidates; or
(5) expenditures for party committee staff services that benefit three or more candidates.

10A.323 AFFIDAVIT OF CONTRIBUTIONS.
(a) in addition to the requirements of section 10A.322, to be eligible to receive a public
subsidy under section 10A.31 a candidate or the candidate’s treasurer must:
****
(3) submit the affidavit required by this section to the board in writing by the deadline for
reporting of receipts and expenditures before a primary under section 10A.20, subdivision 4
subdivision 2.
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Attachment D

Campaign finance program, policy proposals

10A.01 DEFINITIONS
****
Subdivision 16a. Expressly advocating. “Expressly advocating” means:
(1) that a communication clearly identifies a candidate and uses words or phrases of
express advocacy; or
(2) when taken as a whole and with limited reference to external events could only be
interpreted by a reasonable person as containing advocacy of the election or defeat of one or
more clearly identified candidate(s) because (1) the electoral portion of the communication is
unmistakable, unambiguous, and suggestive of only one meaning; and (2) reasonable minds
could not differ as to whether it encourages actions to elect or defeat one or more clearly
identified candidate(s).
****
Subd. 37. Virtual currency. (a) “Virtual currency” means an intangible representation of
value in units that can only be transmitted electronically and function as a medium of exchange,
units of account, or a store of value.
(b) Virtual currency includes cryptocurrencies. Virtual currency does not include
currencies issued by a government.

10A.15 CONTRIBUTIONS
****
Subd. 8. Virtual currency contributions. (a) A principal campaign committee, political
committee, political fund, or party unit may accept a donation in kind in the form of virtual
currency. The value of donated virtual currency is its fair market value at the time it is donated.
The recipient of a virtual currency contribution must sell the virtual currency in exchange for
United States currency within five business days after receipt.
(b) Any increase in the value of donated virtual currency after its donation, but before its
conversion to United States currency, must be reported as a receipt that is not a contribution
pursuant to section 10A.20, subdivision 3. Any decrease in the value of donated virtual currency
after its donation, but before its conversion to United States currency, must be reported as an
expenditure pursuant to section 10A.20, subdivision 3.
(c) A principal campaign committee, political committee, political fund, or party unit may
not purchase goods or services with virtual currency.
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