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Proposed technical amendments to be discussed at February 28th rule committee meeting
One revision to part 4503.1800, subpart 1 — page 4
Discussion topics: Are amendments actually technical?

Do amendments accomplish intended purpose?

CHAPTER 4501 — General Provisions
4501.0500 FILINGS, SUBMISSIONS, AND DISCLOSURES.

[For text of subparts 1 and 1a, see M.R.]

Subp. 2. Filing by facsimile transmission or electronic filing system. A document filed by
facsimile transmission or electronic filing system has the same force and effect as filing an original

paper document. Facsimile transmissions and the use of an electronic filing system are subject to items
Ato FE.

B. Use ofan-electronicfiling-system-is-optionalin order to provide a secure environment for

-| Commented [JP1]: The rule requirement is more stringent

than the statute which does not have a 4:30 p.m. deadline for
electronic filing of reports.

the submission of electronic files, the board must require that a filer use a personal identification code
when submitting an electronic file. The board must may also request the filer to provide a valid e-mail
address in order to receive confirmation and verification messages from the board.

€ B. After an electronic file is processed by the board, the information contained in the
electronic file becomes the property of the state subject to the terms of the Data Practices Act under
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 13.

BC. Inthe case of a filing by facsimile transmission, the filer must retain the original of the filed
document and a record of the date and time of the transmission. If an electronic filing system is used to
submit an electronic file to the board, the filer must retain as documentation the database and
information on which the electronic submission of data is based. The database and records are subject
to audit as provided in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 10A.

ED. Within five days of a request by the board, any person filing a document by facsimile
transmission or electronic filing system shall refile the document by one of the other filing methods
provided in subpart 1.

FE. Technical problems that prevent the successful submission of a facsimile transmission or
electronic file do not relieve the filer of the responsibility of meeting the requirements of Minnesota
Statutes, chapter 10A. An audit trail that demonstrates that the facsimile transmission or electronic file
was successfully submitted in a timely fashion may be used by the board to waive late filing fees.
CHAPTER 4503 — Campaign Finance Provisions
4503.0200 ORGANIZATION OF POLITICAL COMMITTEES AND POLITICAL FUNDS.

[For text of subparts 1 — 5, see M.R.]

\Subp\. 6. Depositories. The depositories of a political committee or political fund include any

Commented [JP2]: Electronic filing now is mandatory for
campaign finance reports but remains optional for lobbyist and
EIS reports. In addition, all registration provisions in Chapter
10A now require the Board to ask for an email address. This
rule language therefore must be updated to conform it to the
statutory provisions.

depository in which the committee or fund has a savings, checking, or similar account, or purchases a

1

Commented [JP3]: This language repeats the requirements
in section 10A.15, subdivision 3, regarding the use and hames
of bank accounts and the requirement in section 10A.14,
subd. 2, requiring disclosure of all depositories on the
registration form.
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4503.0300 TERMINATION OF POLITICAL COMMITTEE OR POLITICAL FUND.

[For text of subparts 1 — 3, see M.R.]

-| Commented [JP4]: Section 10A.42 was repealed in 2013.
Committees now may terminate with outstanding debt.

requirements regarding in-kind contributions and includes an

-| Commented [JP5]: This subpart repeats statutory
outdated reporting threshold and statutory citation.

4503.0500 CONTRIBUTIONS.

[For text of subparts 1 - 4, see M.R.]

\Subp\. 5. Contributions from Hennepin County registered associations. In lieu of ///[ Commented [JP6]: Necessary to conform rule to new }
registration with the board, an association registered with the Hennepin County filing officer under itemization thresholdin statute.

Minnesota Statutes, sections 383B.041 to 383B.058, that makes contributions of more than $100 $200

to a committee or fund in a calendar year may notify the recipient committee of its registration with

Hennepin County, including its registration number, and instruct the recipient committee to include the

notice when the recipient committee discloses receipt of the contribution.

[For text of subparts 6, 7, see M.R.]

Subp. 8. Value of contributions of automobile use. Automobile use provided to a committee
by an individual may be valued at the lowest rate used by the state to reimburse its employees for
automobile use. Alternatively, the value of the automobile may be calculated as the actual cost of fuel,
malntenance repalrs and |nsurance dlrectly related to the use of the

—| Commented [JP7]: The stricken language contradicts
section 10A.01, subd. 11, which exempts personal automobile
use from the definition of contribution.

o A omobile: An automoblle prowded by
an ssomaﬂon must be valued at the falr market value for rentlng an equwalent automobile.

4503.0700 CONTRIBUTION LIMITS.

[For text of subpart 1, see M.R.]

Subp. 2. Special election contribution limits. [Election\yeatE segment contribution limits set
forth in Minnesota Statutes, section 10A.27, apply to a special election cycle.

Commented [JP8]: The changes here and in subpart 3
conform the rule to the new election segment/nonelection
segment terminology.

Subp. 3.Independent application of limits for special election. Contribution limits apply
independently for election segments, nonelection segments, years.-otheryears; and special election
cycles.
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4503.1300 GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR.
[For text of subparts 1 — 4, see M.R.]
Subp. 5. Return of contributions after merger. Funds transferred to the joint committee

which result in aggregate contributions in excess of the applicable limits may be returned to the
contributor within 60 90 days of the transfer of funds to the joint committee.

4503.1400 PUBLIC SUBSIDY AGREEMENTS.

[For text of subparts 1 — 7, see M.F.]

section 10A.15, subd. 3, which creates a 90-day period for

Commented [JP9]: This change conforms the rule to
returning contributions.

Subp. 9. Increase for first-time candidates. Candidates who qualify for first-time candidate
status receive a ten percent increase in the campaign expenditure limit in all years segments of the
applicable election cyclel.

section 10A.323, paragraph (b), now includes this

Commented [JP10]: This subpart is redundant because
requirement.

4503.1450 DISTRIBUTION OF GENERAL-ACCOUNT PUBLIC SUBSIDY FUNDS.

Commented [JP11]: This change conforms the rule to the
new election segment terminology.

\Subp\. 2. Failure to repay. A candidate who fails to repay money required by the agreement

___— Commented [JP12]: Section 10A.31, subd. 7, no longer

requires separate agreements for general account public
subsidy payments. Instead, there is one agreement for all
public subsidy payments. In addition, section 10A.31 now
contemplates one public subsidy payment and no longer
designates part of that payment as a general account public
subsidy payment. Consequently, subpart 1 no longer has any
effect.

cannot be paid additional gereral-aceeunt public subsidy funds during the current or future election
cycles until the entirety of the unexpended generalaccount funds, and any associated collection fees,
are either repaid to the board or discharged by a court action.

Commented [JP13]: Because public subsidy payments no
longer have a specific general account portion, the words
“general account” need to be removed as modifiers here so
that the Board is not required to pay future public subsidy
payments to someone who did not comply with the program’s
requirements in the past.

1 Commented [JP14]: This subpart is obsolete because

section 10A.321 now specifies how the Board must estimate
public subsidy payments and notify candidates of those
amounts.

Commented [JP15]: This language is unnecessary because
section 10A.273 now establishes what actions the Board may
take when there has been a violation of the sessional
contribution prohibition.
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4593.—1—799-F|-|:|-N-G—@|;48-HQUR4N-9:F|-GE’.— 1 Commented [JP16]: This language is redundant due to

section 10A.025 which permits electronic filing. In addition,
section 10A.20, subd. 5, now requires these reports to be filed
within 24 hours of receipt.

4503.1800 REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

Subpart 1. Contributions. The itemization requirements in Minnesota Statutes section 10A.20,
subdivision 3, paragraph (c) apply to contributions received by Legislative, statewide, and judicial
candidates, party units, political committees and funds, and committees and funds to promote or defeat
a ballot question-mustitemize ibuti hatin e-e g in e

___— Commented [JP17]: These changes conform the rule to the
new itemization thresholds.

received, the individual or association that provided the contribution, and the address of the contributor. Commented [JP18]: This is a revision. When the

iti i i i i i i P At ; i itemization threshold was raised from $100 to $200, a
Addlplonally, the.lter_mzatlon for a donation in kl_nd must provide a description of the item or service separate $500 threshold was created for contributions to ballot
received. Contributions that are less than the itemization amount must be reported as an aggregate question committees. To ensure that committees are
total. following the correct statutory itemization thresholds, this

proposed provision was changed to refer to the location of
those statutory thresholds.

Subp. 2. Expenditures and noncampaign disbursements. Legislative, statewide, and
judicial candidates, party units, political committees and funds, and committees to promote or defeat a
ballot question must itemize expenditures and noncampaign disbursements that in aggregate exceed
$100 $200 in a calendar year on reports submitted to the board. The itemization must include the date
on which the committee made or became obligated to make the expenditure or disbursement, the name
and address of the vendor that provided the service or item purchased, and a description of the service
or item purchased. Expenditures and noncampaign disbursements must be listed on the report
alphabetically by vendor.

CHAPTER 4505 — Economic Interest Provisions
4505.0100 DEFINITIONS.
Subp. 3. Compensation in any month. For the purpose of an original statement of economic

interest, "compensation in any month" includes only compensation received in the calendar month
immediately preceding the date of appointment as a public official or filing as a candidate.

For the purpose of supplementary [annual statements of economic interest to be filed, ___—{ commented [JP19]: Changing “supplementary to “annual”
"compensation in any month" includes compensation and honorariums received in any month between inithis chapter conforms therule toithe new annual
the end of the period covered in the preceding statement of economic interest and the end of the S G LD S LS St
current period.

For the purpose of calculating the amount of compensation received from any single source in a
single month, the amount shall include the total amount received from the source during the month,
whether or not the amount covers compensation for more than one month.

4505.0700 REAL PROPERTY.

[For the purpose of determining the value of an individual's interest in real property, the value of —{ commented [JP20]: Changing “supplementary to “annual"
the property shall be the market value shown on the property tax statement. For the purpose of an ggf:%?ssﬁgz “é'e to the new annual requirement in section
original statement of economic interest, the individual shall disclose only those real properties owned — —
on the date of appointment as a public official or filing as a candidate. For the purpose of a

4
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supplementary-an annual statement of economic interest, the individual shall disclose any real property
owned at any time between the end of the period covered by the preceding statement of economic
interest and through the last day of the month preceding the current filing or the last day of
employment, if no longer a public official.

4505.0900 FILING.

Subpart 1. [Repealed, 20 SR 2504]

Subp. 3. Statement after period when no statement required. A public official or candidate,
who previously filed a statement of economic interest and who is required to file a new statement of

economic interest following-a-period-when-no-statement-wasrequired; shall file an original statement.

Subp. 4. Termination as a public official. An individual shall file & the annual statement of
economic interest required by section 10A.09, subdivision 6, to cover the period for which the individual
served as a public official even though at the time the statement is filed, the individual is no longer
holding that office as a publlc official. Fhe-statement-eleconemicinterestdoes-nrotneed-to-be-filedt

Subp. 7. Reporting of securities. A public official must list the full name of each security with a
value of more than $2,500 er+mere owned in part or in full by the public official at any time during the
reporting period.

Commented [JP21]: Section 10A.09, subd. 1, now specifies
the deadline by which officials filing for or taking office must
file statements of economic interest. Section 10A.09, subd. 6,
now requires public officials to review and recertify those
statements annually even if nothing on them has changed.
The annual statement covers the time served during the
previous year.

Subparts 2, 5, and 6, must be repealed because they are
unnecessary in light of the filing requirements in section
10A.09, subd. 1, and they do not conform to the new annual
EIS requirement in section 10A.09, subd. 6.

Subpart 3 needs to be amended to reflect the filing
requirements in section 10A.09, subd. 1, and the fact that the
annual now is mandatory.

Subpart 4 needs to be amended to clarify that when an official
leaves office during the year, the annual recertification
requirement applies but only to those months during which the
person served as a public official.

CHAPTER 4511 - Lobbyist Provisions
4511.0500 LOBBYIST REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.

Subp. 2. Reporting by multiple lobbyists representing the same entity. Items A to F apply
if a single individual, association, political subdivision, or public higher education system is represented
by more than one lobbyist.

A. The entity must appoint one designated lobbyist to report lobbyist disbursements made by
the entity. The designated lobbyist must indicate that status on the periodic reports of lobbyist
disbursements.

-| Commented [JP22]: This conforms the rule with the

threshold language in section 10A.01, subd. 5.
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B. A reporting lobbyist may consent to report on behalf of one or more other lobbyists for the
same entity, in which case, the other lobbyists are persons about whose activities the reporting lobbyist
must disclose and are subject to the disclosure requirements of Minnesota Statutes, section 10A.04,
subdivision 3. Lobbyist disbursement reports filed by a reporting lobbyist must include the names and
registration numbers of the other lobbyists whose activities are included in the report.

C. Lobbyists whose activities are accounted for by a reporting lobbyist are not required to file
lobbyist disbursement reports.

D. A lobbyist whose lobbying disbursements are provided to the board through a reporting
lobbyist must supply all relevant information on disbursements to the reporting lobbyist no later than
five days before the prescribed filing date.

E. The reporting periods and due dates for a reporting lobbyist are those provided in Minnesota

Statutes, section 10A.04subdivision-3.

F. The reporting lobbyist must indicate the names and registration numbers of any lobbyists
who did not provide their lobbying disbursements for inclusion in a report. The board must send notice
by certified mail or personal service to a lobbyist who failed to provide the required disbursement
information to the reporting lobbyist. The notice must require that the lobbyist file an individual lobbyist
disbursement report within ten business days of the mailing of the notice. If a lobbyist fails to file a
report within ten business days of the mailing of the notice, the board may impose a late filing fee of $5
$25 per day, not to exceed a maximum of $266 $1,000, commencing the day after the report was due

with-the-Eth-day-afterreceiving-notice,

CHAPTER 4512 - Gift Ban Provisions

4512.0100 DEFINITIONS.

[For text of subpart 1, see M.R.]

[For text of subpart 5, see M.R.]

—1 Commented [JP23]: The changes here and in item F
conform this subpart to the late fee and civil penalty provisions
that now are in section 10A.04.

___— Commented [JP24]: Subparts 2 and 4 must be deleted

because these terms were removed from the gift ban statute,
section 10A.071, in 2008.
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CHAPTER 4525 — Hearings, Audits, and Investigation Provisions
4525.0210 DETERMINATIONS PRIOR TO FORMAL INVESTIGATION.

Subpart 1. Preparation for prima facie determination. After a complaint is filed, the

be&emnauenl— 1| commented [JP25]: This change conforms the rule to

statutory amendments to section 10A.022, subd. 3, that allow
a prima facie determination to be made immediately after
receipt of a complaint.

all board members if the full board will make the determination. The submission must include the
complaint, any response submitted by the respondent, and an analysis of the allegations of the
complaint and the violations that it alleges.
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