Lobbyist types
Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board
How do you decide what type of lobbyist you are for reporting purposes?
Lobbyists must report to the Board about the money that they spend on lobbying. A lobbyist must either
file a separate report for each principal that employs the lobbyist or delegate the reporting responsibility
for a principal to another lobbyist who represents the same principal. When registering as a lobbyist for a
principal, one of the following three options must be selected for reporting lobbying expenses:
•

Self-reporting lobbyist - A self-reporting lobbyist is a lobbyist who reports to the Board only his or
her own lobbying disbursements for a principal.

•

Authorizing lobbyist - An authorizing lobbyist is a lobbyist who gives permission to another
lobbyist who works for the same principal to report the authorizing lobbyist’s expenses for that
common principal.

•

Reporting lobbyist - A reporting lobbyist is a lobbyist who reports his or her own lobbying
disbursements for a principal and who also has been given permission to report lobbying
expenses for one or more other lobbyists who work for the same principal.

A principal that employs multiple lobbyists can dramatically reduce the paperwork required for reporting
by using a reporting lobbyist. Every authorizing lobbyist, however, still must keep complete records of his
or her lobbying disbursements and must provide this information to the reporting lobbyist at least five
days before the reporting deadline.
What is a designated lobbyist?
Each principal that hires a lobbyist must choose one, and only one, lobbyist to report the disbursements
that the principal itself spends on lobbying. This lobbyist is called the designated lobbyist. The designated
lobbyist also reports the names of the principal’s officers and directors to the Board.

Suite 190  Centennial Office Building  658 Cedar Street  St. Paul, MN 55155-1603
651-539-1180  800-657-3889  Fax 651-539-1196  800-357-4114  cf.board@state.mn.us
For TTY/TDD communication, contact us through the Minnesota Relay Service at 800-627-3529

